Mendocino County Fish & Game Commission
501 Low Gap Road
Ukiah, CA 95482
MINUTES
DATE: Tuesday, January 13, 2015
TIME: 6:00 pm

LOCATION: Fort Bragg Branch of the Mendocino County Library
499 East Laurel Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

AND

Via TELECONFERENCE with call-in number (707) 969-7490

Note: All items are considered for action unless otherwise noted.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Commissioners Trouette, Bremer, Morgan, Anderson, Vann, White and Secretary Pfeiffer.
Absent: Commissioner Martin

Three members of the public were also in attendance.

2. PUBLIC EXPRESSION (NO ACTION)

Lt. White notes that we just lost Lt. McGuyver on the coast, and this position is unlikely to be filled
for another 4-6 months. We may lose a total of four wardens (3/4 from Ft. White’s squad) in the
next few months due to retirement and lateral moves. Thus far, we don’t have any new wardens
coming in. A new academy will be starting in the next few weeks to fill 40 vacancies.

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Commissioner Vann motioned to approve the Dec. 14, 2014 minutes as written, Commissioner
Bremer seconded. Unanimously approved.
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4. ANNOUNCEMENTS (NO ACTION)

The Secretary summarized five notices from the State Fish & Game Commission relating to Central
Valley salmon sport fishing regulations, ocean salmon sport fishing and closures, the Clear Lake
hitch threatened status, and deer tag allocations. (For more details, see the State F&GC website at
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/regulations/2015/index.aspx)

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. Grant proposals

The Sub-Committee met, discussed all nine proposals and objectively ranked the proposals by
the six ranking criteria noted on the Commission website: (1) compliance with F&G Code
Section 13103; (2) project feasibility; (3) ecological benefits; (4) benefits to hunting and fishing
opportunity in Mendocino County; (5) cooperative relationships; and (6) effective use of funds.
Concern that a number of the proposals did not follow the Commission guidelines available on
the website.

The Commissioners directed the Secretary to provide the following feedback to applicants via
email and place the following wording on the Commission website:

(a.) remind applicants to read the Proposal Guidelines very carefully and follow them explicitly;

(b.) remind applicants of the six evaluation criteria and the ways they are measured, i.e., (1)
Explicit statements in the grant proposal describing which section(s) of the code the activities
match up with; (2) Methods are clearly outlined and detailed with attached calendar schedule of
activities; (3) Proposed activities contribute to improved habitat and/or increased survivorship;
(4) Proposed activities contribute to hunting and fishing opportunities; (5) Applicant(s) is/are
recognized professionally and known for positive collaborative relationships; (6) Proposal
demonstrates efficient and effective use of the Commission’s limited funds.

The nine grants submitted and their requested totals are as follows:

1 Trespass Illegal Grow Education and Remediation (Jere Melo Foundation) $5000.

2 Sacramento Pike Minnow Abatement Program (Ukiah Rod & Gun Club) $5000.

3 Round Valley Elementary School Salmon and Steelhead Education Project (ERRP) $5000.
4 Fisheries, Watersheds and Native Plants Education Project (JugHandle) $5000.

Applicant comment on 4: Helene Chalfin, Education and Grant Director, JugHandle Creek
Education Center, spoke of expanding their fisheries and watershed educational program
(established 1992), including visits to Little River and Noyo River, into more schools. This
program has been supported by both County F&GC and the DFW in the past; their work is
included in Volunteers with a Vision. Other programs including 4000 willow trees on the Garcia
River. Center programs include stream-bank stabilization, aquatic macro-invertebrate
monitoring, restoration, and watershed stewardship (the latter program was unexpectedly
discontinued in Mendocino County last year, and the Center is asking for funding to support
accredited naturalists to replace staff usually supplied by the Watershed Stewardship Program).
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5 External Outer Carrier for DFW Wardens $3945.

The grants review Sub-committee noted it is a shame State DFW doesn't cover these equipment
costs for Wardens, and that Wardens are chronically and acutely underfunded. Suggestion by
the President that the County Commission provide public comment to the State Commission
regarding the incongruity of Wardens having to approach the County Commission for the type of
equipment that their employing agency, F&GC, should be providing to their wardens.
Recommend that written and oral testimony be provided to DFW Director Charles Bonham with
cc to Governor Brown and Assemblyman Jim Wood and Congressman Jared Huffman.

6 Indian Creek Reclamation 1 of 2 (Lear Management) $5000.
7 Indian Creek Reclamation 2 of 2 (Lear Management) $5000.
8 Hammerhorn Lake Improvement Part 1 of Phase II (USFS) $5000.
9 Hammerhorn Lake Improvement Part 2 of Phase II (USFS) $5000.

Certain proposals did not provide detail or clarity in their budgets, especially relating to
labor/consultant rates. We will add a line to Item 19 on the Proposal Guidelines relating to this.

The Commissioners were unable to evaluate Proposal 1, as the applicants did not submit a
complete proposal. Proposals 2-5 received scores between 14.0 - 15.0 out of a total possible
score of 24. Proposals 6-7 received scores of 11.0. Proposals 8-9 received scores of 23.0.

There was a motion made by Commission Vann to approve proposals ranked with a score 214.0
to be funded, seconded by Commissioner Bremer. Motion approved unanimously by 5
Commissioners. A total of $28,945 in grants was recommended for funding.

At this meeting, and in past meetings, Ft. Bragg applicants were allowed to attend the
Commission meeting when their grants were evaluated. The Commission is discontinuing this
practice. To ensure the Commission grant process is applied equitably, Commissioners
determined that applicants must be provided with the exact same opportunity and timing for
presenting. Thus, if the primary applicant is unavailable for the December meeting, the
Commission encourages a proxy to be designated to attend in their place.

Commissioner Morgan would like a better grant tracking and reporting system; should discuss
this at a future meeting.

Commissioners requested that County staff provide quarterly statements of the account balance
for the grant fund, especially before the granting cycle starts, to allow the Commission to have a
sense of how many grants the fund can support. A report on the trend line of the fund, i.e., a
pattern of how citation funds have risen and fallen over the past five years. The Commission
directed the President to contact County Staff to provide the material by February 10, 2015 in
time for the Commission’s next meeting on February 10, 2015; if the deadline is not met, the
President will file a Public Records Act request.
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da.

Update on issuance of previously approved grant funds to DFW Wardens

President White met with Supervisor (and Chair) Brown to discuss the stand-off between
County staff and DFW staff (and a semantics issue around “gift” vs. “grant” instead of an “award”
for a “product”) resulting in no issuance, five months later, of the approved funds to purchase a
squad game camera for the Wardens.

6. COMMISSIONER REPORTS (INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION)

a.

b.

Commissioner Martin needs to formally resign from the Commission.

Commissioner Trouette has been contacted by Supervisor McCowen to discuss general
information regarding the Commission. We should invite all the Supervisors to all the
meetings; the Secretary will send an invitation to all Supervisors with the annual schedule
and a request that the Supervisors make an effort to attend at least one meeting each year.

Commissioner Vann spoke with Humboldt County Commission Chair John Clark, Trinity
County Commission Chair Pete Finnie, and Trinity County 5t District Supervisor John Finley,
who are very interested in forming a Multi-County Ad Hoc Committee for the blacktail deer
decline; looking to organize a meeting in the near future. Our Commission needs to discuss
forming an Ad Hoc committee to participate in this effort.

Commissioner Vann and Commissioner Trouette plan to attend a fact-finding meeting with
Covelo constituents prior to the next meeting.

Commissioner Trouette will be attending a grant-writing meeting and bring back; also will
be holding habitat management strategy meetings (i.e., for proscribed burns, mechanical
weeding with livestock, and convict crews) with DFW in Sacramento regarding BLM lands.

7. IDENTIFICATION OF ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

The proposed January 2, 2015 State regulations for deer tag allocations. Deadline for
statements: April 9t in Santa Rosa, CA.

The proposed DFW regulations for ocean salmon sport fishing.

Commissioner representation at the State F&GC meetings on April 9t in Santa Rosa.
Commissioner Code of Conduct with templates/examples from a number of different sources
for perusal (e.g., from the Water Board, State F&G Commission, and California Special
Districts Association website).

Forming and authorizing an official Ad-Hoc Committee for participating in the Tri-County Ad
Hoc Committee for the blacktail deer decline.

8. ADJOURNMENT

* F&GC - Fish and Game Commission; DFW = Department of Fish and Wildlife; OPC = Ocean
Protection Council



