
	  
Mendocino	  County	  Fish	  &	  Game	  Commission	  

501	  Low	  Gap	  Road	  
Ukiah,	  CA	  95482	  

	  
AGENDA	  

	  
DATE:	  	   Tuesday,	  February	  10,	  2015	  
	  
TIME:	   	   6:00	  pm	  
	  
LOCATION:	   Ukiah	  Branch	  of	  the	  Mendocino	  County	  Library	  
	   	   105	  N.	  Main	  Street,	  Ukiah,	  CA	  95482	  
	  

AND	  
	  

Via	  TELECONFERENCE	  	  with	  call-‐in	  number	  (707)	  969-‐7490	  	  
	  
	  
Note:	  All	  items	  are	  considered	  for	  action	  unless	  otherwise	  noted.	  
	  
Agenda	  timing:	  when	  applicable,	  the	  responsible	  Commissioner	  and	  scheduled	  times	  for	  each	  agenda	  
item	  are	  stated	  in	  parentheses.	  When	  the	  scheduled	  time	  has	  been	  reached,	  the	  Commission	  will	  either	  
consider	  a	  motion	  to	  act,	  continue	  the	  discussion	  through	  to	  the	  following	  meeting,	  or	  appoint	  an	  ad-‐
hoc	  committee	  to	  discuss	  the	  item	  further	  and	  report	  to	  the	  Commission	  at	  the	  following	  meeting.	  
	  
1.	  CALL	  TO	  ORDER	  at	  6:10pm	  
	  
Commissioners	  Trouette,	  Morgan,	  and	  White	  (in	  person)	  Anderson,	  Vann,	  and	  Bremer	  (on	  the	  
phone),	  and	  Secretary	  Pfeiffer.	  
Absent:	  Commissioner	  Martin.	  	  
	  
Eleven	  members	  of	  the	  public	  were	  also	  in	  attendance;	  one	  member	  on	  the	  phone.	  
	  
2.	  PUBLIC	  EXPRESSION	  ON	  NON-‐AGENDA	  ITEMS	  (NO	  ACTION)	  
	  

	  
Andrea	  Davis:	  Here	  on	  a	  Leadership	  Mendocino	  project	  to	  create	  an	  Orr	  Creek	  greenway,	  safe	  
route	  to	  school,	  public	  pathway	  for	  non-‐motorized	  commuters.	  Also	  a	  steelhead-‐bearing	  stream.	  
Came	  to	  ask	  for	  help	  from	  the	  Commission	  with	  this	  project.	  President	  White	  appraised	  her	  of	  the	  
Commission	  grant	  cycle	  (which	  just	  ended);	  noted	  that	  the	  DFW	  is	  responsible	  for	  any	  regulatory	  
concerns;	  if	  there	  is	  a	  natural	  resource	  concern,	  the	  Commission	  can	  make	  the	  County	  aware	  of	  the	  
concern.	  Secretary	  Pfeiffer	  suggested	  they	  approach	  the	  Salmon	  Restoration	  Association.	  
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Rudy	  Light:	  Author,	  Volunteers	  with	  a	  Mission,	  a	  survey	  of	  Commission-‐funded	  projects.	  Mr.	  Light	  
has	  recently	  transferred	  the	  text	  and	  images	  to	  a	  PDF	  file	  and	  is	  bequeathing	  the	  Commission	  with	  
the	  remaining	  copies	  of	  the	  book.	  Secretary	  noted	  that	  she	  is	  working	  with	  the	  County	  webmaster	  
to	  post	  the	  PDF	  file	  on	  the	  Commission	  website.	  
	  
3.	  APPROVAL	  OF	  PREVIOUS	  MINUTES	  
	  

Trouette	  motioned,	  Morgan	  seconded,	  all	  in	  favor.	  Minutes	  approved	  unanimously.	  
	  
4.	  ANNOUNCEMENTS	  (NO	  ACTION)	  
	  

a. Trouette:	  Still	  need	  to	  obtain	  more	  information	  about	  the	  Tri-‐County	  Ad	  Hoc	  Committee	  for	  
the	  blacktail	  deer	  decline.	  Vann	  will	  be	  attending	  the	  regular	  Trinity	  County	  Fish	  &	  Game	  
Commission	  meeting	  in	  Weaverville	  on	  March	  10th	  and	  will	  be	  speaking	  with	  the	  Chair	  of	  
their	  Commission	  one-‐on-‐one	  to	  obtain	  additional	  information	  regarding	  the	  potential	  of	  an	  
official	  Ad-‐Hoc	  Committee	  for	  participating	  in	  this.	  

	  
5.	  DISCUSSION	  ITEMS	  

	  

a. Report	  from	  the	  Marijuana	  Cultivation	  impacts	  to	  Wildlife	  and	  Wildlife	  Habitat	  meeting	  
(Javier	  Silva,	  Sherwood	  Valley	  Band	  of	  Pomo	  Indians	  Tribal	  EPA	  Officer).	  
	  

Mr.	  Silva	  is	  representing	  the	  Sherwood	  Valley	  Band	  in	  Willits,	  where	  they	  have	  600	  acres	  of	  
prime	  agricultural	  land.	  They	  have	  issue	  on	  their	  lands	  and	  public	  lands	  where	  they	  provide	  
stewardship.	  Work	  with	  the	  local	  timber	  company	  and	  State	  forest	  officials.	  This	  is	  a	  State-‐
wide	  issue,	  the	  seminar	  was	  primarily	  regarding	  impacts	  on	  public	  lands.	  Hoopa	  Tribe	  is	  
doing	  a	  survey	  on	  the	  impacts	  of	  systemic	  rodenticides	  from	  illegal	  grows	  on	  the	  California	  
fisher	  and	  other	  wildlife	  species.	  New	  national	  policy	  of	  enforcement	  on	  tribal	  and	  public	  
lands.	  California	  State	  and	  individual	  tribes	  don’t	  have	  sufficient	  budgets	  to	  cover	  current	  
cleanup	  costs.	  State	  Water	  Resource	  Control	  Board	  is	  also	  coming	  up	  with	  new	  regulations.	  
The	  tribe	  is	  looking	  at	  impacts	  on	  spotted	  owl,	  deer,	  bear,	  elk,	  fish,	  and	  forest	  trees.	  Public	  
safety	  is	  also	  an	  issue,	  primarily	  in	  October-‐November.	  Greatest	  question	  was,	  where	  will	  the	  
funds	  for	  cleanup	  come	  from?	  Especially	  in	  light	  of	  new,	  Colorado-‐	  and	  Washington-‐style	  
marijuana	  legalization	  legislation	  being	  drafted	  for	  the	  California	  ballot	  in	  2016.	  The	  
Commission	  speculated	  that	  legalization	  will	  diminish	  illegal	  grows.	  Noted	  the	  recent	  plans	  
by	  the	  Pinoleville	  Nation	  of	  Pomo	  Indians	  to	  build	  a	  large	  internal	  greenhouse	  grow.	  
Trouette	  noted	  that	  the	  number	  of	  grows	  in	  Mendocino	  County	  has	  grown	  exponentially	  
since	  the	  price	  has	  gone	  down.	  Mr.	  Silva	  invited	  the	  Commission	  to	  the	  monthly	  Mendocino-‐
Lake-‐Sonoma	  Tribal	  Environmental	  Program	  (MLSTEP)	  meeting	  on	  Feb.	  18th	  at	  10	  am	  at	  
Coyote	  Valley	  Tribe.	  
	  

b. Concern	  by	  Round	  Valley	  Ranchers	  about	  wild	  elk	  competing	  with	  private	  cattle	  (Vann)	  
	  

Terry	  Proschold,	  rancher.	  Elk	  are	  now	  at	  >100	  head.	  No	  answer	  from	  the	  State	  officials	  to	  
whom	  the	  letter	  was	  directed;	  the	  Ukiah	  Daily	  Journal	  printed	  the	  letter.	  Doesn’t	  know	  what	  
to	  do.	  Wardens	  told	  one	  of	  the	  ranchers	  if	  they	  call	  again,	  he’ll	  be	  reported	  for	  harassment.	  
White	  suggested	  that	  the	  Commission	  could	  help	  the	  ranchers	  come	  up	  with	  a	  proposed	  
solution.	  Trouette	  recommended	  asking	  the	  right	  question	  of	  the	  right	  people:	  
recommended	  starting	  with	  biologist	  Scott	  Koller;	  apparently	  his	  response	  was	  that	  thinning	  
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the	  elk	  population	  is	  not	  the	  answer.	  Capistran	  Ranch	  has	  offered	  the	  possibility	  of	  elk	  
hunting	  on	  their	  lands.	  Trouette	  and	  Vann	  agreed	  to	  help	  out	  in	  setting	  up	  a	  meeting	  in	  
Covelo	  with	  the	  relevant	  officials.	  Vann	  cited	  a	  rancher	  in	  Humboldt	  County	  who	  sold	  his	  
cattle	  because	  of	  the	  Roosevelt	  Elk	  herd.	  White	  recommended	  working	  their	  way	  up	  the	  
decision-‐making	  chain;	  i.e.,	  meeting	  again	  with	  Scott	  Koller,	  and	  if	  not	  satisfied,	  meeting	  with	  
the	  Region	  1	  supervisor.	  If	  elk	  are	  on	  tribal	  lands,	  is	  it	  possible	  for	  the	  tribe	  to	  get	  a	  hunting	  
permit?	  Rudy	  Light	  notes	  this	  issue	  was	  litigated	  in	  Potter	  Valley	  25	  years	  ago,	  went	  all	  the	  
way	  to	  the	  Supreme	  Court,	  where	  it	  was	  struck	  down.	  
	  

c. Proposed	  State	  F&GC	  policy	  changes	  to	  deer	  hunting	  regulations	  (Trouette)	  
Commissioner	  Trouette	  would	  appreciate	  guidance	  from	  the	  Commission	  on	  how	  to	  speak	  
officially	  on	  these	  policies	  at	  upcoming	  State	  Fish	  &	  Game	  Commission	  meeting	  
	  
White	  noted	  that	  if	  Trouette	  speaks	  to	  the	  State	  Commission,	  he	  needs	  to	  note	  that	  he	  is	  a	  
member	  of	  the	  Commission,	  but	  speaking	  as	  an	  individual.	  Trouette	  and	  other	  
organizations	  believe	  the	  deer	  population	  is	  not	  being	  significantly	  impacted	  by	  hunting	  
(reduced	  quota),	  but	  has	  significantly	  impacted	  hunting	  possibilities	  (decrease	  to	  35,000	  
from	  60,000),	  diminishing	  the	  hunter	  population	  and	  the	  having	  economic	  impacts.	  	  

	  
d. Black	  bear	  populations	  in	  the	  County	  and	  depredation	  (Trouette)	  

Black	  Bear	  populations	  are	  said	  to	  be	  above	  ecosystem	  carrying	  capacity;	  there	  are	  increasing	  
reports	  of	  public	  nuisance	  incidents	  and	  black	  bears	  acting	  as	  a	  negative	  limiting	  factor	  in	  
ungulate	  recruitment.	  
	  

Trouette	  –	  harvest	  for	  2014	  was	  at	  1300,	  a	  total	  400	  below	  the	  quota,	  because	  hound	  
hunting	  was	  prohibited.	  Bears	  are	  girdling	  trees,	  coming	  into	  neighborhoods,	  responsible	  for	  
neonate	  mortality	  in	  deer.	  Wants	  to	  promote	  meeting	  the	  quota	  early	  in	  the	  season.	  
	  

e. Meeting	  between	  the	  Commission	  President	  and	  County	  staff	  (White)	  
	  

White	  met	  with	  County	  staff	  to	  address	  the	  need	  for	  increased	  budgetary	  information	  (see	  
handout	  from	  County	  Budget	  Binder;	  will	  be	  scanned	  and	  included	  as	  an	  addenda	  to	  the	  
Minutes);	  revenue	  is	  +/–	  $30,000	  annually.	  Commission	  currently	  had	  $141,000	  on	  
7/1/2014	  in	  total	  funds;	  $60,000	  is	  devoted	  to	  two	  years	  of	  grant	  cycles	  ($28,000	  last	  year;	  
$31,000	  approved	  this	  year).	  	  
	  
Note	  that	  Commissioners	  cannot	  be	  granted	  a	  per	  diem	  for	  food	  and	  lodging	  unless	  the	  meals	  
are	  eaten,	  and	  the	  rooms	  used,	  outside	  of	  Mendocino	  County.	  
	  
The	  real	  issue	  is	  with	  the	  Department	  of	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife	  to	  get	  the	  funds	  requested	  to	  the	  
DFW	  wardens.	  If	  they	  put	  “California	  DFW”	  it	  will	  go	  into	  the	  general	  budget.	  One	  option	  is	  
for	  the	  warden	  to	  fill	  out	  the	  grant	  agreement	  as	  an	  individual	  and	  receive	  the	  money	  and	  
spend	  it	  on	  the	  items	  requested.	  Issue	  –	  the	  equipment	  would	  not	  stay	  in	  the	  County.	  Other	  
simple	  mechanism	  would	  be	  to	  fill	  out	  a	  1099	  as	  income.	  Or	  we	  could	  give	  the	  funds	  to	  a	  
community	  non-‐profit	  (i.e.,	  Ukiah	  Rod	  &	  Gun	  Club)	  who	  then	  receive	  the	  funds	  and	  hand	  
them	  off	  to	  the	  lead	  warden.	  White	  requested	  that	  the	  Secretary	  contact	  the	  wardens	  and	  
connect	  them	  with	  the	  Ukiah	  Rod	  &	  Gun	  Club.	  In	  the	  future,	  would	  be	  appropriate	  for	  the	  
Ukiah	  Rod	  &	  Gun	  Club	  to	  work	  with	  the	  wardens	  to	  jointly	  submit	  grant	  proposals.	  
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Next	  step	  for	  the	  grant	  proposals:	  the	  Secretary	  will	  send	  the	  grant	  proposals,	  ranking	  sheet,	  
and	  recommendations	  to	  the	  County,	  schedule	  a	  time	  on	  the	  Board	  agenda,	  and	  President	  
White	  will	  speak	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  on	  that	  date.	  
	  
Trouette	  recommended	  a	  bi-‐annual	  meeting	  between	  Commissions	  and	  County	  Staff	  and	  
with	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors.	  White	  recommended	  the	  Commission	  have	  a	  greater	  role	  in	  
setting	  the	  annual	  budget	  for	  the	  grant	  cycles.	  
	  

f. Commission	  Code	  of	  Conduct	  
Commissioners	  are	  frequently	  asked	  by	  the	  community	  to	  comment	  on	  or	  investigate	  pressing	  
and	  important	  issues	  that	  affect	  our	  wildlands	  and	  waters,	  in	  public	  venues	  and	  official	  
meetings.	  Commissioners	  need	  clarification	  on	  their	  abilities	  to	  speak	  officially	  on	  matters	  that	  
pertain	  to	  their	  districts	  involving	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife	  issues.	  
	  
Commissioner	  Morgan	  will	  work	  with	  the	  Secretary	  to	  come	  up	  with	  a	  draft	  Code,	  based	  on	  
the	  Code	  provided	  by	  White.	  

	  
6.	  COMMISSIONER	  REPORTS	  (INFORMATIONAL	  –	  NO	  ACTION)	  
	  

a. Trouette	  presented	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  56-‐page	  Final	  Project	  Report	  –	  December	  2014,	  Black-‐tailed	  
Deer	  Population	  Assessment	  in	  the	  Mendocino	  National	  Forest,	  a	  five-‐year	  study	  compiled	  by	  
the	  State	  DFW	  (Heiko	  Wittmer,	  PI	  with	  TD	  Forrester,	  ML	  Allen,	  L	  Marescot,	  and	  DS	  Casady).	  
Trouette	  worked	  closely	  with	  the	  authors,	  and	  can	  provide	  a	  PDF	  of	  the	  report	  to	  interested	  
parties.	  Highlights:	  black	  beer	  impacts	  on	  deer	  and	  kleptoparasitism	  of	  mountain	  lion	  prey.	  

b. With	  the	  efforts	  of	  the	  Third	  District	  DFW,	  USFS,	  BLM,	  California	  Outdoor	  Heritage	  Alliance,	  
the	  Willits	  Environmental	  Center,	  and	  the	  Mendocino	  County	  Black	  Tail	  Deer	  Association,	  we	  
have	  seen	  an	  80%	  decline	  in	  illegal	  grows	  on	  public	  lands	  –	  which	  also	  translates	  to	  a	  decline	  
in	  wildlife	  poaching.	  Note:	  highway	  kills	  account	  for	  around	  1500	  deer/year.	  

c. The	  White	  Hawk	  Proscribed	  Burn	  project	  (after	  7	  years	  of	  waiting)	  phase	  one	  will	  occur	  this	  
Spring.	  
	  

7.	  IDENTIFICATION	  OF	  ITEMS	  FOR	  NEXT	  MEETING	  
	  

a. Commissioner	  recommendations	  for	  the	  annual	  granting	  cycle	  budgets.	  
b. Any	  recommended	  actions	  for	  the	  April	  9th	  State	  F&GC	  meeting.	  

	  
8.	  ADJOURNMENT	  at	  7:36	  pm.	  
	  
	  
*	  F&GC	  –	  Fish	  and	  Game	  Commission;	  DFW	  =	  Department	  of	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife;	  OPC	  =	  Ocean	  Protection	  Council	  

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED· Contained in Commission Reading File  

PUBLIC EXPRESSION  

The Commission welcomes participation in the Commission meetings. Comments shall be limited to matters under 
the jurisdiction of the Commission which are not on the posted agenda and which may have not already been 
considered by the Commission. The Commission limits testimony to matters not on the agenda to the three (3) 
minutes per person, and not more than ten (10) minutes for a particular subject. No action will be taken.  

  


