
	
  
Mendocino	
  County	
  Fish	
  &	
  Game	
  Commission	
  

501	
  Low	
  Gap	
  Road	
  
Ukiah,	
  CA	
  95482	
  

	
  
MINUTES	
  

	
  
DATE:	
  	
   Tuesday,	
  October	
  14,	
  2014	
  
	
  
TIME:	
   	
   6:00	
  pm	
  
	
  
LOCATION:	
   Willits	
  Branch	
  of	
  the	
  Mendocino	
  County	
  Library	
  

390	
  E.	
  Commercial	
  Street,	
  Willits,	
  CA	
  95490	
  	
  	
  	
  AND	
  
	
  

Via	
  TELECONFERENCE	
  	
  with	
  call-­‐in	
  number	
  (707)	
  969-­‐7490	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
1.	
  CALL	
  TO	
  ORDER	
  
	
  
Commissioners	
  Present:	
  Bremer,	
  Martin,	
  Morgan,	
  Trouette,	
  Vann,	
  White	
  	
  
Twelve	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  public	
  were	
  present,	
  including	
  two	
  via	
  teleconference.	
  
	
  
2.	
  PUBLIC	
  EXPRESSION	
  (NO	
  ACTION)	
  
	
  

a. Terry	
  Proschold:	
  East	
  Lane	
  in	
  Covelo	
  –	
  asking	
  for	
  help	
  with	
  controlling	
  two	
  herds	
  of	
  wild	
  elk	
  (est.	
  
population	
  100?)	
  grazing	
  on	
  his	
  ranch	
  (and	
  other	
  private	
  lands),	
  competing	
  with	
  livestock,	
  knocking	
  
fences	
  down.	
  Friend	
  wrote	
  previous	
  letter	
  to	
  DFW	
  and	
  felt	
  that	
  he	
  was	
  treated	
  disrespectfully	
  on	
  the	
  
phone.	
  (DFW	
  biologist	
  Scott	
  Koller	
  offered	
  to	
  help	
  define	
  potential	
  options,	
  including	
  liasing	
  with	
  the	
  
elk	
  coordinator	
  for	
  the	
  State,	
  joining	
  with	
  other	
  land	
  owners	
  and	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  Private	
  Lands	
  
Management	
  Program,	
  a	
  Mendocino	
  Draw	
  Hunt,	
  or	
  ….?)	
  Discussed	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  address	
  this	
  at	
  the	
  
policy	
  level.	
  

b. Bill	
  Wall/USFS:	
  fish	
  biologist/deputy	
  ranger	
  -­‐	
  here	
  to	
  introduce	
  their	
  work	
  in	
  Covelo,	
  increasing	
  
public	
  involvement	
  re:	
  Hammerhorn	
  Lake	
  (stocked	
  with	
  trout	
  in	
  previous	
  years)	
  and	
  applying	
  for	
  a	
  
grant	
  to	
  enhance	
  the	
  recreational	
  fishery	
  there	
  (trails,	
  weed	
  removal).	
  

	
  
3.	
  APPROVAL	
  OF	
  PREVIOUS	
  MINUTES	
  
	
  

Two	
  corrections	
  were	
  noted;	
  Vann	
  motioned	
  and	
  Trouette	
  seconded,	
  minutes	
  accepted	
  with	
  revisions	
  
unanimously.	
  
	
  
4.	
  ANNOUNCEMENTS	
  (NO	
  ACTION)	
  
	
  
President	
  Martin:	
  attended	
  the	
  October	
  8th	
  State	
  Commission	
  meeting	
  in	
  Mt.	
  Shasta;	
  the	
  State	
  is	
  beginning	
  
the	
  process	
  of	
  revising	
  an	
  abalone	
  management	
  plan,	
  including	
  revising	
  sampling	
  procedures	
  and	
  developing	
  
a	
  more	
  responsive,	
  adaptive	
  approach.	
  Commissioner	
  White	
  noted	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  MPA	
  closures	
  and	
  the	
  Ft.	
  
Ross	
  abalone	
  die-­‐off;	
  concerned	
  about	
  heightened	
  pressure	
  on	
  remaining	
  open	
  areas.	
  Martin	
  noted	
  less	
  rock-­‐
pickers	
  due	
  to	
  revised	
  8	
  a.m.	
  start	
  time.	
  Recommends	
  continued	
  monitoring	
  of	
  the	
  abalone	
  management	
  plan.	
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President	
  Martin	
  is	
  moving	
  to	
  Alaska	
  next	
  year;	
  anticipating	
  resigning	
  from	
  the	
  Commission	
  in	
  the	
  near	
  
future.	
  
	
  

Jeanine	
  Pfeiffer:	
  summarized	
  a	
  letter	
  received	
  from	
  the	
  Shafer	
  Ranch	
  re:	
  illegal	
  water	
  diversions.	
  Noted	
  the	
  
existence	
  of	
  a	
  Clear	
  Lake	
  Cyanobacteria	
  Task	
  Force	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  levels	
  of	
  toxic	
  bacteria	
  that	
  made	
  Clear	
  
Lake	
  unsafe	
  for	
  swimming	
  this	
  summer.	
  
	
  
5.	
  PRESENTATION	
  by	
  DFW	
  Biologist	
  Scott	
  Koller	
  on	
  late-­‐season	
  buck	
  hunting	
  and	
  the	
  Private	
  

Land	
  Management	
  program	
  (e.g.,	
  M-­‐11s	
  and	
  A30s).	
  
	
  
Concerns	
  about	
  late	
  season	
  tag	
  allotments	
  and	
  the	
  PLM	
  program.	
  USFS	
  properties	
  with	
  low	
  deer	
  populations;	
  

finger-­‐pointing	
  at	
  PLM	
  program	
  as	
  the	
  cause.	
  	
  
Background:	
  Significant	
  changes	
  made	
  to	
  the	
  Title	
  14	
  Section	
  601	
  regulations	
  are	
  now	
  updated	
  on	
  the	
  

website	
  –	
  see	
  the	
  link	
  provided	
  to	
  the	
  Commissioners	
  in	
  an	
  email	
  from	
  Mr.	
  Koller.	
  Fifteen	
  years	
  ago	
  the	
  
PLM	
  program	
  was	
  updated,	
  made	
  more	
  consistent	
  with	
  habitat	
  enhancement	
  guidelines	
  (burning	
  for	
  
early	
  successional	
  stage,	
  more	
  forbs,	
  invasive	
  species	
  (e.g.,	
  Medusa	
  head)	
  reduction,	
  fewer	
  fences,	
  
mineral	
  supplements,	
  water	
  provisions).	
  Data	
  collection	
  focuses	
  on	
  buck:doe:fawn	
  ratios.	
  Low	
  minimum	
  
harvest	
  rates:	
  overall	
  for	
  Mendocino	
  County	
  -­‐	
  127,900	
  acres	
  within	
  the	
  program	
  –	
  280	
  bucks	
  allowed;	
  
less	
  than	
  half	
  are	
  late	
  season	
  bucks.	
  Mr.	
  Koller	
  recommends	
  landowners	
  without	
  deer	
  to	
  change	
  their	
  
land	
  management	
  practices.	
  Deer	
  populations	
  in	
  Round	
  Valley	
  subject	
  to	
  increased	
  predation,	
  carrying	
  
capacity	
  limitations,	
  lack	
  of	
  palatable	
  feed,	
  severe	
  feral	
  pig	
  problem	
  destroying	
  habitat	
  and	
  increasing	
  
disease	
  presence	
  (adenoviruses);	
  and	
  significant	
  deer	
  loss	
  from	
  vehicle	
  collisions.	
  Mr.	
  Koller	
  trying	
  to	
  
dissuade	
  vineyards	
  from	
  applying	
  for	
  depredation	
  permits	
  (“don’t	
  be	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  Dead	
  Deer	
  Wine”),	
  
especially	
  during	
  May-­‐June	
  when	
  fawns	
  are	
  still	
  dependent	
  on	
  does.	
  

Commissioner	
  Vann	
  suggested	
  forming	
  an	
  Ad	
  Hoc	
  committee	
  to	
  address	
  questions	
  about	
  lowered	
  deer	
  
populations.	
  Commissioner	
  Trouette	
  noted	
  the	
  difficulty	
  with	
  getting	
  proscribed	
  burns;	
  Bill	
  Wall	
  noted	
  
that	
  burn	
  policy	
  is	
  still	
  being	
  decided,	
  and	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  pre-­‐thinning,	
  a	
  shortage	
  of	
  labor,	
  and	
  a	
  
short	
  windows	
  (2-­‐3	
  days)	
  for	
  burning.	
  By	
  increasing	
  habitat	
  in	
  the	
  forested	
  areas,	
  could	
  perhaps	
  address	
  
both	
  the	
  elk	
  and	
  deer	
  populations.	
  USFS	
  is	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  tribes,	
  hope	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  Cal	
  Fire	
  to	
  share	
  
resources	
  during	
  that	
  short	
  window.	
  Commissioners	
  Vann	
  and	
  Trouette	
  will	
  form	
  an	
  Ad	
  Hoc	
  group	
  with	
  
individuals	
  representing	
  both	
  sides	
  of	
  the	
  “PLM	
  issue”	
  prior	
  to	
  a	
  larger	
  meeting.	
  Mr.	
  Koller	
  recommended	
  
PLM	
  participants	
  (such	
  as	
  the	
  members	
  of	
  	
  

	
  
6.	
  PRESENTATION	
  by	
  Mendocino	
  County	
  Wardens	
  on	
  responses	
  to	
  illegal	
  water	
  diversions	
  

and	
  new	
  equipment	
  needs.	
  	
  
	
  
Lieutenant	
  Steve	
  White:	
  Receiving	
  more	
  calls	
  this	
  year	
  from	
  the	
  public	
  re:	
  illegal	
  water	
  diversions.	
  We’ve	
  
attached	
  a	
  warden	
  to	
  the	
  COMMET	
  (County	
  of	
  Mendocino	
  Marijuana	
  Eradication	
  Team);	
  the	
  prosecution	
  
policy	
  of	
  the	
  District	
  Attorney	
  (D.A.)	
  depends	
  on	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  case,	
  and	
  who	
  is	
  involved	
  –	
  does	
  not	
  appear	
  
to	
  follow	
  a	
  consistent	
  policy.	
  Grounds	
  for	
  enforcement	
  include	
  the	
  person	
  not	
  having	
  a	
  lake	
  or	
  streambed	
  
alteration	
  permit,	
  or	
  have	
  installed	
  a	
  dam,	
  a	
  pond,	
  or	
  created	
  a	
  creek	
  diversion	
  (pumps	
  in	
  the	
  creeks);	
  or	
  
violations	
  of	
  Code	
  Section	
  5650	
  –	
  littering	
  or	
  pollution	
  within	
  a	
  stream.	
  Wardens	
  try	
  to	
  persuade	
  landowners	
  
during	
  first	
  violation	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  a	
  permit;	
  prosecution	
  tends	
  to	
  follow	
  a	
  second	
  violation.	
  Even	
  landowners	
  
with	
  water/riparian	
  rights	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  remain	
  within	
  stipulated	
  regulations	
  (e.g.,	
  deleterious	
  impact	
  on	
  
native	
  biota	
  or	
  depriving	
  downstream	
  users).	
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(Item	
  6.,	
  continued)	
  Winter	
  storage	
  for	
  domestic	
  supply	
  is	
  a	
  preferable	
  alternative;	
  could	
  significantly	
  help	
  
manage	
  the	
  County’s	
  water	
  budget.	
  Re:	
  date	
  on	
  illegal	
  water	
  diversions	
  –	
  DFW	
  wardens	
  often	
  write	
  
supplemental	
  reports	
  to	
  the	
  initial	
  sheriff’s	
  report.	
  Lieutenant	
  White	
  is	
  seeing	
  more	
  cases	
  of	
  appropriate	
  
landscaping	
  than	
  a	
  decade	
  ago.	
  	
  
	
  
Commission	
  White	
  reported	
  relative	
  water	
  use:	
  marijuana	
  averages	
  3	
  acre-­‐foot	
  per	
  year;	
  lawns	
  5	
  acre-­‐foot	
  
per	
  year;	
  viticulture	
  1	
  acre-­‐foot	
  per	
  year;	
  pears	
  2.5	
  acre-­‐foot	
  per	
  year.	
  Lt.	
  White	
  recommends	
  asking	
  the	
  
D.A.	
  for	
  heightened	
  prosecution	
  of	
  all	
  environmental	
  crimes.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  95%	
  prosecution	
  rate	
  for	
  
abalone;	
  could	
  achieve	
  similar	
  rates	
  for	
  other	
  offenses.	
  Example	
  of	
  recent	
  case	
  of	
  someone	
  caught	
  red-­‐
handed	
  with	
  four	
  bucks	
  (who	
  had	
  earlier	
  been	
  caught	
  for	
  abalone),	
  who	
  pled	
  down	
  to	
  littering.	
  Wardens	
  
rarely	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  case;	
  so	
  when	
  they	
  do,	
  the	
  case	
  needs	
  to	
  appropriately	
  prosecuted.	
  
	
  
Two	
  grant	
  proposals	
  have	
  been	
  submitted	
  by	
  County	
  Wardens:	
  one	
  for	
  $3800	
  for	
  hand-­‐held	
  Forward	
  
Looking	
  Infrared	
  units;	
  the	
  other	
  for	
  $3945	
  for	
  External	
  Outer	
  Carriers.	
  Annual	
  warden	
  budgets	
  are	
  limited	
  
to	
  $9000.	
  The	
  requests	
  have	
  come	
  to	
  the	
  Commission	
  because	
  all	
  other	
  options	
  have	
  been	
  tried.	
  
Commissioner	
  White	
  suggested	
  that	
  the	
  Commission	
  bring	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  under-­‐funded	
  wardens	
  to	
  the	
  State	
  
Commission	
  and	
  the	
  State	
  Legislature.	
  
	
  
Commissioner	
  White	
  requests	
  quarterly	
  fiscal	
  reports	
  from	
  the	
  County.	
  The	
  Secretary	
  will	
  procure	
  those.	
  
	
  
7.	
  DISCUSSION	
  ITEMS	
  

	
  

a. Developing	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  for	
  special	
  projects	
  that	
  are	
  over	
  $5000	
  or	
  outside	
  the	
  regular	
  
grant	
  funding	
  cycle.	
  
	
  
Commissioner	
  White	
  asks	
  if	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  way	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  provide	
  funds	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  regular	
  grants	
  cycle.	
  
Commissioner	
  Morgan	
  concerned	
  about	
  potential	
  abuses	
  of	
  a	
  special	
  projects	
  procedure.	
  President	
  
Martin	
  notes	
  that	
  the	
  Commission	
  is	
  not	
  required	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  grants	
  process	
  (other	
  Commissions	
  do	
  
not),	
  hopes	
  to	
  develop	
  transparent	
  criteria	
  for	
  administering	
  all	
  grants.	
  	
  
	
  
Option	
  1:	
  No	
  change.	
  
Option	
  2:	
  Funding	
  for	
  grants	
  that	
  deal	
  with	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  our	
  wardens,	
  that	
  is	
  high	
  priority	
  for	
  the	
  
County,	
  that	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  feasible	
  within	
  a	
  6-­‐month	
  time	
  delay,	
  or	
  that	
  enhance	
  warden’s	
  ability	
  to	
  
effectively	
  prosecute	
  illegal	
  activities.	
  
	
  
Commissioner	
  White	
  recommended	
  that	
  the	
  Commission	
  work	
  directly	
  with	
  a	
  point	
  person	
  on	
  the	
  
warden	
  side	
  (e.g.,	
  Lieutenant	
  Steve	
  White)	
  to	
  ensure	
  all	
  wardens	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  
grants	
  within	
  the	
  usual	
  cycle.	
  
	
  
Commissioners	
  White	
  and	
  Morgan	
  recommended	
  that	
  the	
  Commission	
  retain	
  a	
  pattern	
  of	
  not	
  
spending	
  more	
  than	
  50%	
  of	
  the	
  account	
  reserves.	
  Commissioner	
  Bremmer	
  noted	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  end	
  up	
  
with	
  lower	
  violation	
  fines	
  accruing	
  due	
  to	
  recent	
  changes	
  in	
  abalone	
  regulations.	
  
	
  
The	
  discussion	
  is	
  continued	
  to	
  the	
  December	
  9th	
  meeting.	
  
	
  

b. Option	
  to	
  place	
  a	
  box	
  on	
  the	
  F&GC	
  grant	
  application	
  cover	
  page	
  for	
  applicants	
  to	
  check	
  off	
  if	
  they	
  
would	
  like	
  to	
  be	
  also	
  considered	
  for	
  funding	
  from	
  the	
  Ft.	
  Bragg-­‐based	
  Salmon	
  Restoration	
  
Association	
  http://www.salmonrestoration.com/	
  (for	
  salmon	
  habitat	
  enhancement/restoration,	
  
salmon	
  conservation,	
  or	
  salmon	
  education	
  projects).	
  
	
  
White	
  motioned,	
  Morgan	
  seconded,	
  and	
  the	
  Commission	
  approved	
  this	
  recommendation	
  
unanimously,	
  and	
  the	
  Secretary	
  will	
  incorporate	
  the	
  language	
  into	
  the	
  2014-­‐2015	
  cycle.	
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(Item	
  7.,	
  continued)	
  
	
  

c. Timing	
  and	
  wording	
  of	
  the	
  Request	
  for	
  Proposals	
  (RfP)	
  for	
  the	
  2014-­‐2015	
  granting	
  cycle.	
  
	
  
RfP	
  goes	
  live	
  on	
  November	
  1,	
  2014,	
  with	
  grants	
  due	
  by	
  December	
  5th	
  in	
  anticipation	
  of	
  the	
  
Commission	
  meeting	
  on	
  Dec.	
  9th	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  special	
  meeting	
  on	
  January	
  13th	
  2015	
  in	
  Ft.	
  Bragg	
  for	
  
the	
  Ad	
  Hoc	
  Grants	
  Review	
  Committee	
  (Commissioners	
  Bremmer,	
  Morgan,	
  White	
  to	
  meet	
  over	
  dinner	
  
with	
  Secretary)	
  and	
  full	
  Commission	
  to	
  make	
  recommendations	
  for	
  funding.	
  To	
  anticipate	
  the	
  lengthy	
  
wait	
  between	
  the	
  Commission’s	
  recommendations	
  and	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Supervisors’	
  approval,	
  the	
  
Commission	
  will	
  invite	
  the	
  Supervisors	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  Dec.	
  9th	
  meeting.	
  
	
  

8.	
  COMMISSIONER	
  REPORTS	
  (INFORMATIONAL	
  –	
  NO	
  ACTION)	
  
	
  
Due	
  to	
  the	
  late	
  hour,	
  no	
  Commissioner	
  reports	
  were	
  given.	
  
	
  
9.	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  OF	
  ITEMS	
  FOR	
  NEXT	
  MEETING	
  
	
  
Continued	
  Items	
  6	
  and	
  7a.	
  
	
  
10.	
  ADJOURNMENT	
  
	
  
HANDOUTS:	
  DFW	
  Private	
  Land	
  Management	
  Policy	
  Handbook	
  for	
  2008	
  
	
  
*	
  F&GC	
  –	
  Fish	
  and	
  Game	
  Commission;	
  DFW	
  =	
  Department	
  of	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife;	
  OPC	
  =	
  Ocean	
  Protection	
  Council	
  

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED· Contained in Commission Reading File  

PUBLIC EXPRESSION  

The Commission welcomes participation in the Commission meetings. Comments shall be limited to matters under 
the jurisdiction of the Commission which are not on the posted agenda and which may have not already been 
considered by the Commission. The Commission limits testimony to matters not on the agenda to the three (3) 
minutes per person, and not more than ten (10) minutes for a particular subject. No action will be taken.  

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA  
The Brown Act identifies the following three situations in which a body is permitted to take action on a matter not 
contained on the posted agenda:  
(1) Pursuant to Section 54954.2(b)(l) the body may discuss a non-agenda item if, by majority vote, the body 
determines that the matter in question constitutes an emergency pursuant to Section 54956.5.  
(2) Pursuant to Section 54954.2(b)(2) the body may discuss non-agenda item when the body determines (by two-
thirds of the total body, or by unanimous vote if less than two-thirds present) that there is a need for immediate 
action must have come to the attention of the body after the agenda had already been posted. This determination 
must be made by two-thirds of the total body, or by unanimous vote, if less than two-thirds are present.  
(3) Pursuant to Section 54954.2(b)(3) when an item has been posted on an agenda for a prior meeting, the item may 
be continued to a subsequent meeting that is held within five days of the meeting for which the item was properly 
posted. Under these circumstances, the item need not be posted for the subsequent meeting.  


