
	  
Mendocino	  County	  Fish	  &	  Game	  Commission	  

501	  Low	  Gap	  Road	  
Ukiah,	  CA	  95482	  

	  
MINUTES	  

	  
DATE:	  	   Tuesday,	  August	  12,	  2014	  
TIME:	   	   6:00	  pm	  
LOCATION:	   Coast	  Community	  Library	  (Pt.	  Arena	  Branch	  of	  the	  Mendocino	  County	  Library)	  
	   	   225	  Main	  St,	  Point	  Arena,	  CA	  95468	  	  
	  

AND	  	  	  	  Via	  TELECONFERENCE	  	  with	  call-‐in	  number	  (707)	  969-‐7490	  	  
	  
	  
1.	  CALL	  TO	  ORDER	  
	  
Commissioners	  Present:	  Bremer,	  Martin,	  Morgan,	  Anderson,	  Trouette,	  Vann,	  White	  (by	  phone)	  
Eight	  members	  of	  the	  public	  were	  present,	  including	  one	  via	  teleconference	  
	  
2.	  PUBLIC	  EXPRESSION	  (NO	  ACTION)	  
	  
Allan	  Jacobs:	  DFW	  is	  in	  the	  process	  of	  changing	  regulations;	  to	  simplify	  regulations,	  to	  add	  a	  low	  
flow	  regulation	  to	  the	  Russian	  River	  (400	  ft3?),	  and	  to	  change	  the	  low	  flow	  site	  to	  the	  Gualala	  River	  
(from	  the	  Russian	  River)	  
	  
3.	  APPROVAL	  OF	  PREVIOUS	  MINUTES	  
	  
The	  prior	  meeting,	  held	  June	  10th	  in	  Round	  Valley,	  does	  not	  yet	  have	  full	  written	  minutes.	  The	  
Secretary	  will	  contact	  Lew	  Chichester	  (Covelo)	  for	  the	  meeting	  recording	  to	  get	  a	  full	  transcript.	  
	  
4.	  ANNOUNCEMENTS	  (NO	  ACTION)	  
	  

a. Report	  from	  State	  Fish	  &	  Game	  Commission	  meeting:	  August	  5-‐6,	  2014	  in	  San	  Diego.	  
(see	  the	  website	  for	  meeting	  announcements:	  http://www.fgc.ca.gov/)	  	  
	  
-‐	  The	  Clear	  Lake	  Hitch	  was	  listed	  as	  a	  threatened	  species	  for	  the	  State	  of	  California.	  
-‐	  The	  independent	  scientific	  review	  of	  the	  Abalone	  Management	  Plan	  was	  completed;	  
currently	  the	  entire	  abalone	  fishery	  is	  monitored	  based	  on	  eight	  sampling	  index	  sites;	  sites	  
which	  have	  shown	  significant	  year-‐to-‐year	  changes.	  New	  regulations	  based	  on	  an	  8:00	  a.m.	  
start-‐time	  appear	  to	  have	  largely	  eliminated	  rock	  pickers,	  and	  abalone	  fishing	  license	  
purchases	  have	  significantly	  declined.	  Tribal	  members	  are	  deeply	  concerned,	  as	  this	  
eliminates	  a	  traditional	  method	  of	  harvesting.	  Sonoma	  County	  Abalone	  Network	  (SCAN)	  are	  
recommending	  additional	  index	  sites,	  and	  using	  different	  types	  of	  data	  collection	  technology,	  
i.e.,	  GoPro	  head-‐mounted	  cameras.	  Also	  hope	  to	  be	  counting	  abalones	  inside	  and	  outside	  the	  
newly	  formed	  MPA	  reserves.	  (White)	  –	  noted	  that	  the	  deficiency	  of	  abalone	  data	  from	  	  
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Northern	  California	  has	  led	  to	  the	  use	  of	  data	  from	  unrelated	  species	  (e.g.,	  New	  Zealand	  
echinoderms),	  which	  are	  not	  necessarily	  applicable	  to	  our	  shores,	  and	  could	  lead	  to	  
inaccurate	  population	  modeling.	  
	  

b. Potential	  Expansion	  of	  the	  Gulf	  of	  Farallones	  National	  Marine	  Sanctuary	  	  	  	  	  
(http://farallones.noaa.gov/)	  –	  Next	  public	  meeting	  in	  Half	  Moon	  Bay	  on	  August	  20th	  
	  
Refer	  to	  http://farallones.noaa.gov/manage/expansion_cbgf.html	  for	  documents	  based	  on	  
public	  input.	  NOAA	  solicited	  public	  comment	  from	  Apr	  14	  -‐	  Jun	  30,	  2014	  on	  the	  
draft	  proposed	  rule	  (PDF,	  450KB),	  Draft	  Environmental	  Impact	  Statement	  (PDF,	  15MB),	  and	  
revised	  CBNMS	  (PDF,	  2MB)	  and	  GFNMS	  (PDF,	  2MB)	  management	  plans.	  NOAA	  is	  now	  revising	  
all	  documents	  as	  necessary	  based	  on	  public	  comment,	  which	  was	  closed	  on	  June	  30,	  2014.	  
	  
Allan	  Jacobs:	  The	  last	  meeting	  appeared	  to	  demonstrate	  inadequate	  information	  on	  the	  part	  
of	  the	  presenters;	  most	  locals	  were	  in	  support	  of	  a	  Sanctuary	  that	  kept	  out	  oil	  exploration	  
but	  allowed	  for	  fishing.	  Concerns:	  disallowing	  mooring	  blocks	  (considered	  a	  permanent	  
structure;	  but	  could	  be	  permitted	  from	  State	  Lands	  Commission,	  while	  still	  subject	  to	  NOAA	  
approval)	  in	  Pt.	  Arena	  Harbor,	  and	  banning	  a	  specific	  aquatic	  motorized	  vehicle	  (personal	  
watercraft),	  but	  not	  others.	  
	  
Martin:	  concerned	  about	  a	  loophole	  between	  the	  Magnunson-‐Stevens	  Fishing	  Act	  and	  the	  
Sanctuary	  Act.	  
	  

5.	  PRESENTATION	  by	  representatives	  of	  the	  MPA	  Collaborative	  Implementation	  Team	  
http://www.mpacollaborative.org/	  	  
	  

Calla	  Allison	  and	  Paul	  Hobi:	  they’ve	  held	  two	  meetings	  so	  far	  in	  Ft.	  Bragg	  and	  Mendocino,	  looking	  to	  
involve	  more	  people	  from	  Pt.	  Arena.	  There	  will	  be	  14	  MPA	  collaboratives	  in	  California,	  basically	  
breaking	  down	  along	  county	  lines	  (Mendocino	  is	  #12);	  but	  Pt.	  Arena	  pertains	  to	  the	  North	  Central	  
Coast	  area	  –	  i.e.,	  a	  different	  set	  of	  MPAs.	  The	  collaboratives,	  in	  partnership	  with	  DFW,	  will	  
contribute	  to	  continued	  stewardship	  of	  the	  marine	  protected	  areas	  (MPAs)	  and	  can	  include	  non-‐
profits,	  citizen	  scientists,	  community-‐based	  organizations	  (CBOs),	  etc.	  	  For	  example,	  the	  
collaboratives	  could	  assist	  with	  siting	  and	  producing	  land-‐based	  information	  signs.	  
	  
Jeanine	  Pfeiffer:	  points	  out	  that	  we	  worked	  for	  three	  years	  to	  get	  locally-‐based	  liaisons,	  who	  were	  
appointed,	  followed	  by	  radio	  silence	  for	  two	  years.	  Our	  local	  experts	  and	  local	  governments	  (City	  
Council	  and	  Board	  of	  Supervisors)	  were	  not	  kept	  appraised	  and	  the	  entire	  County	  lost	  out.	  
Concerned	  that	  local	  government	  be	  involved	  and	  not	  bypassed.	  
	  
Calla:	  noted	  that	  the	  collaboratives	  need	  to	  define	  what	  is	  needed	  for	  their	  area.	  Recognizes	  the	  
$10,000	  available	  for	  each	  collaborative	  is	  considered	  seed	  money.	  The	  hope	  is	  to	  set	  up	  a	  local	  
body	  for	  long-‐term	  management	  of	  the	  MPAs.	  
	  
Martin:	  the	  County	  Fish	  &	  Game	  Commission	  is	  the	  point	  of	  contact	  for	  local	  government.	  The	  
Commission	  oversees	  a	  grant	  process,	  funds	  that	  could	  be	  combined	  with	  the	  MPA	  Collaborative	  
Implementation	  Project.	  
	  
Trouette:	  promotes	  local	  participation	  in	  an	  advisory	  board;	  request	  that	  we	  not	  reinvent	  the	  wheel.	  
	  
Next	  meeting	  is	  proposed	  for	  September,	  there	  is	  a	  Doodle	  Poll	  to	  be	  completed	  to	  set	  the	  date/time.	  
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6.	  DISCUSSION	  ITEMS	  CONTINUED	  FROM	  THE	  JUNE	  10TH	  MEETING	  (60’)	  

	  

a. Illegal	  Water	  Diversions	  in	  Mendocino	  County	  	  
HANDOUT:	  	   Letter	  drafted	  by	  Commissioner	  Trouette	  

	  
	  

Trouette:	  drafted	  a	  three-‐page	  letter	  to	  the	  County	  Board	  of	  Supervisors,	  the	  District	  
Attorney,	  and	  the	  Sheriff	  with	  five	  resolutions.	  Trouette	  is	  researching	  past	  incidents,	  to	  see	  
if/why	  past	  illegal	  water	  diversions	  have	  not	  been	  prosecuted.	  Example	  of	  recent	  case	  from	  
the	  Garcia	  River	  with	  multiple	  steelhead,	  firearms,	  marijuana	  plants,	  etc.;	  the	  D.A.,	  worked	  
out	  a	  payment	  plan	  with	  the	  defendant	  (who	  waived	  his	  rights	  in	  exchange	  for	  a	  settlement),	  
reached	  Judge	  Brennan’s	  Court,	  the	  plan	  was	  rejected,	  D.A.	  dropped	  all	  charges	  in	  Court,	  
filed	  a	  new	  case	  number	  with	  a	  new	  Judge	  and	  reached	  a	  settlement	  of	  around	  $40,000.	  
Trouette	  sees	  a	  pattern	  of	  low	  payments	  (in	  rare	  cases	  of	  enforcement),	  followed	  by	  the	  
“defendants	  back	  in	  business.”	  
	  
The	  letter	  will	  be	  revised	  and	  discussed	  at	  our	  next	  meeting.	  

	  
b. Private	  Land	  Management	  and	  Late	  season	  hunting;	  Controlled	  Burn	  Program	  	  

	  
Vann	  has	  been	  in	  contact	  with	  a	  number	  of	  landowners	  participating	  in	  the	  PLM,	  and	  will	  
visit	  the	  sites	  with	  Trouette.	  Has	  met	  with	  Frank	  Abely	  who	  will	  be	  the	  Covelo	  District	  
Ranger,	  who	  has	  oversight	  of	  Hammerhorn	  Lake,	  dealing	  with	  water	  extraction	  and	  
vegetation	  removal,	  and	  once	  the	  lake	  is	  refilled	  the	  lake	  will	  be	  re-‐stocked	  with	  trout.	  
	  

The	  plan	  is	  to	  have	  a	  public	  meeting	  in	  April	  2015	  regarding	  the	  PLM	  program	  (closer	  to	  
hunting	  season)	  to	  discuss	  the	  late-‐season	  “rut”	  hunt	  during	  deer	  breeding	  season.	  Need	  to	  
contact	  DFW	  personnel	  and	  ensure	  they	  are	  present	  for	  this	  meeting.	  
	  

Request	  that	  Scott	  Koller	  be	  placed	  on	  the	  Commission	  email	  list.	  
	  

c. Spring	  Bear	  Season	  	  
	  

Bear	  population	  growth	  is	  impacting	  domestic	  livestock,	  redwood	  forests	  (girdling),	  and	  
deer	  populations	  (high	  fawn	  mortality).	  Recommend	  an	  additional	  hunting	  bear	  hunting	  
season	  be	  added.	  Will	  liaise	  with	  Mendocino	  National	  Forest	  Resource	  Advisory	  Committee.	  

	  
d. Abalone	  Fishery	  Management	  Plan	  process.	  	  
Ongoing	  stakeholder	  process	  may	  be	  sponsored	  by	  Sonoma	  County	  Abalone	  Network	  
(SCAN).	  Report	  on	  scientific	  peer	  review	  of	  DFW’s	  abalone	  survey	  methodology.	  
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/armp/	  	  
	  

Covered	  earlier,	  under	  Item	  4.a.	  
	  

e. Discussion	  about	  whether	  to	  conduct	  another	  round	  of	  grants	  this	  year	  or	  wait	  until	  2015.	  	  
	  
If	  the	  Commission	  goes	  before	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  in	  February	  2015,	  then	  the	  Sub-‐
Committee	  review	  will	  happen	  the	  night	  of	  a	  Special	  January	  2015	  Commission	  meeting.	  
The	  proposals	  will	  be	  received	  by	  November,	  with	  the	  presentations	  in	  December	  2014.	  	  
	  
Ask	  the	  applicants	  to	  provide	  eight	  copies	  of	  proposals	  (no	  more	  than	  50	  pages	  each),	  along	  
with	  a	  copy	  provided	  digitally	  and	  uploaded	  to	  the	  Google	  Docs	  folder.	  
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This	  year	  we	  will	  announce	  the	  Commission	  will	  prioritize	  proposals	  that	  actively	  increase	  
“shovel-‐ready”	  hunting	  and	  fishing	  opportunities	  (e.g.,	  decrease	  poaching,	  improving	  and	  
restoring	  habitat	  for	  threatened	  native	  species,	  i.e.,	  blacktail	  deer,	  steelhead,	  and	  salmon).	  
	  

Vann	  made	  a	  Motion	  to	  begin	  to	  solicit	  proposals.	  Morgan	  seconded.	  Passed	  unanimously.	  
	  

f. County	  Commission	  website	  updates	  and	  public	  inquiries	  
	  
We	  will	  look	  into	  printing	  business	  cards	  with	  all	  the	  Commissioners’	  names	  on	  them.	  
	  

7.	  COMMISSIONER	  REPORTS	  (INFORMATIONAL	  –	  NO	  ACTION)	  
	  
Anderson	  and	  Bremer:	  No	  report.	  We	  express	  our	  condolences	  for	  Anderson’s	  losses.	  
	  

Martin:	  President	  Martin	  represented	  the	  Commission	  at	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  in	  presenting	  the	  
Commission’s	  recommendation	  for	  grants	  funding.	  The	  Supervisors	  approved	  the	  recommended	  
grants,	  and	  Supervisor	  McCowen	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  additionally	  support	  the	  Usal	  groundwater	  
monitoring	  project,	  which	  will	  require	  re-‐wording	  to	  ensure	  it	  is	  in	  compliance	  with	  Fish	  and	  Game	  
Code.	  Unfortunately,	  the	  motion	  privileged	  one	  grant	  proposal	  over	  all	  the	  others,	  and	  disrespected	  
the	  Commission’s	  findings.	  Recommend	  we	  make	  a	  stronger	  effort	  to	  ensure	  our	  Supervisors	  attend	  
the	  December	  meetings	  when	  the	  grants	  applicants	  present	  their	  proposals.	  
	  

Morgan:	  To	  make	  the	  entire	  grants	  process	  progress	  more	  quickly,	  it	  makes	  sense	  to	  add	  an	  extra	  
meeting	  in	  January	  2015.	  
	  

Trouette:	  Our	  Covelo	  blacktail	  deer	  survey	  is	  completed,	  and	  it	  appears	  that	  habitat	  viability	  and	  
black	  bears	  are	  the	  most	  limiting	  factor	  for	  fawn	  recruitment.	  We	  still	  don’t	  have	  the	  Clifton	  Ridge	  
proscribed	  burn	  promised	  by	  USFS	  in	  2008	  –	  held	  up	  by	  NEPA.	  
	  

Vann:	  Attended	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  meeting	  in	  Covelo	  Aug.	  5th	  Sherry	  Tune	  (sp?)	  of	  the	  USFS	  
attended,	  and	  she	  invited	  the	  BoS	  and	  the	  F&GC	  to	  a	  scoping	  workshop	  on	  the	  Mendocino	  National	  
Forest	  on	  Sept.	  3-‐4	  in	  Willits.	  Vann	  and	  Trouette	  plan	  to	  attend.	  
	  
8.	  IDENTIFICATION	  OF	  ITEMS	  FOR	  NEXT	  MEETING	  
	  
Examine	  fees	  and	  fine	  structures,	  and	  actual	  prosecution	  in	  Mendocino	  County	  and	  begin	  to	  identify	  
gaps.	  There	  appears	  to	  be	  an	  imbalance	  between	  e.g.,	  heavy	  emphasis	  on	  fines	  for	  abalones	  versus	  
inadequate	  fines	  and	  enforcement	  on	  deer	  poaching.	  
	  

Commissioner	  Trouette’s	  letter	  will	  be	  edited,	  re-‐circulated,	  and	  discussed	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  
	  

Gravel	  extraction	  in	  Covelo	  streams	  since	  permitting	  process	  was	  discontinued	  due	  to	  high	  costs.	  
Has	  resulted	  in	  high	  flows	  in	  streams	  are	  causing	  significant	  erosion	  issues.	  
	  

Commissioners	  are	  invited	  to	  bring	  names	  of	  potential	  grant	  applicants	  to	  allow	  the	  Secretary	  to	  
proactively	  contact	  these	  individuals/groups.	  
	  

Discuss	  the	  possibility	  of	  “special	  grants”	  below	  $1000	  (e.g.,	  for	  rehabilitating	  the	  Indian	  Dick	  
Station	  in	  the	  Mendocino	  Nat’l	  Forest)	  and	  beyond	  the	  $5000	  limit,	  i.e.,	  for	  the	  wardens’	  requests.	  
	  
9.	  ADJOURNMENT	  –	  NEXT	  MEETING	  OCTOBER	  14	  at	  6pm	  in	  the	  Willits	  Branch	  Library	  
	  
*	  F&GC	  –	  Fish	  and	  Game	  Commission;	  DFW	  =	  Department	  of	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife;	  BoS=	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  


