Mendocino County Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission Meeting on April 9, 2013
in the Mendocino County Agricultural Center at 501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah, CA 95482

1. Call to Order

Present: Jim Martin (President), John Innes, Eric Anderson, David Willoughby, Pat Ford, Paul Trouette, and Bill
Townsend and Jeanine Pfeiffer
Absent: Mike Morgan

2. Public Expression

No public expression was presented, and no communications were received.

3. Approval of Minutes of June 12,2012

Mr. Innes motioned to approve, Mr. Ford seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved by consensus.

4. Changes to DFW Code for FGC Administrative Support

Thanks to Mr. Martin’s successfully petitioning the California legislation, the DFW Code for administrative
support has been changed to 15% or $10,000, whichever is greater, effective January 1, 2013. The County will
not be assessing 887 fees any longer, as they were an undue burden. The County has drafted a service contract
that is more detailed for a Commission Clerk. The contract will be finalized in April 2013.

5. Continued Items

a. Revision of Commission Clerk’s contract/advisory duties

The revised contract includes additional advisory and investigatory duties, setting up a Commission
website, making the Commission meetings accessible by teleconference/webinar, organizing a lecture
series, and potentially organizing additional fundraisers.

b. Review of Grant Programs from 2010

No report was submitted by Mendocino Abalone Watch (MAW), and their website appears to state that
grant monies were not spent in accordance with DFW Code or with the original working of the grant
proposal submitted to the County Fish & Game Commission. Commissioners are concerned that the MAW
grant is not in compliance with DFW Code; another letter requesting a report will be sent to MAW.

c. Discussion and possible action regarding 2013 grant cycle and changes to grant application packet

There will be changes to the RfP including: copying the appropriate section of Fish & Wildlife Code within
the RfP and requiring grant proposals to explicitly detail which section(s) of the code their projects apply to,
requiring reports from grantees, determining if grants will continue to be limited to $5000 (except for
special requests/situations, which need to be explicitly detailed), more explicit budgeting guidelines for
proposals, refining and streamlining certain portions of the application packet (removing extraneous
materials), and developing clear review and quantitative ranking guidelines for the proposals that are
stated in a FAQ sheet and employed during the review process.

Commissioners emphasized the need to take more comprehensive and accurate notes during the review

process, and ensure those notes are included in the meeting minutes (a clear paper trail) and conveyed to
the County Board of Supervisors when the Commissioners provide their suggestions to the Board.
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A draft RfP packet, including additions suggested by Wells Hutchins, will be circulated to the Commission
prior to the June 11t meeting. The Commission will aim to have a new RfP for October 2013, with
announcements of the deadline for submissions (e.g.,, November 1st), and the timing of the applicant
presentations (e.g., the December meeting), Commissioner decisions made during the following February
meeting, with monies dispersed in Spring.

The court cases brought against the County by Mr. Rod Jones of MAW have concluded, in the County’s favor.
Mr. Innes noted that the DFW auditor did not clearly explain their concerns relating to grantee’s fulfilling
specific aspects of the DFW Code.

Draft press release on 2013 Grant Program

No press release will be issued until after the RfP has been approved by the Commission and County staff.

Budget for 2013-4 grant projects

By the time the Commission is ready to send out a revised Request for Proposal (RfP) there should be at
least $110,000 to disperse for projects approved by the County Board of Supervisors. Commissioners
agreed to continue to maintain a 10% buffer in the annual budget when deciding how much money should
be allotted each year.

Commission President’s report to the County Board of Supervisors

Mr. Martin sent a letter to the County Board of Supervisors twice, but no invitation to speak before the
Board of Supervisors has been extended to date.

Discussion of Public Expression from June 12, 2012

The Commission discussed Mr. Burn’s concerns. The Commission has not yet received any follow-up
correspondence or communication from Mr. Burns. The Commission recommends that Mr. Burns contact
the PFMC and the DFW directly.

. Commission Items & Miscellaneous

a. Potential changes to abalone harvest (Informational - No Action)

A proposed 25% in abalone harvest reduction, (either a daily reduction from 3 per day to 2 per day, or
an annual reduction, or limiting harvesting times to after 8 a.m., which would eliminate “rock-pickers”
during low tides) in response to the Ft. Ross site where a significant die-off occurred (thousands of
abalone). Ft. Ross, an index site for region-wide DFW regulations where estimated population density
dropped below the designated threshold, will be closed year-round. The Commissioners discussed
problems with the sampling protocol/survey methodology (i.e., surveys done during seasons of high
seaweed coverage which skews the areas surveyed, no count of abalone beneath rocks) will recommend
specific actions targeted towards areas of concern, i.e.,, Sonoma County, and improving the survey
methodology.

b. Commissioner Reports (Informational - No Action)

i. Mr. Trouette reported that $27,000 was received by the Mendocino Blacktail Deer Association
from the DFW SHARE program and is looking for “pig properties” (land with significant invasive
pig depredation) to run hunts on.

ii. Mr. Trouette has been dialoguing with the DFW leadership, and having a positive impact on
wildlife issues. We will have a new deer plan this year (last update was in 1981). AB 1221 has
eliminated beer hunting with dogs. The National Humane Society is trying to outlaw coyote
hunting.
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ii. The 6th Annual Mendocino County Blacktail Association Dinner will be held on April 20, 2013
beginning at 5:00 pm at Carl Purdy Hall.

iv. Mr. Ford reported that the fishing surface on top of the Talmage Dam is currently closed (the
gate is locked) to the public due to insurance issues (there’s a barrier fence in the back of the
Dam), and County general services does not want to deal with this issue (due to liability
concerns), thus would be appropriate to have the County apply for SHARE funds.

V. Mr. Innes reported that a new IRS excise tax of 2.3% that includes fishing rods, fishing
equipment, guns, and ammunition. Mr. Innes will provide the website with information.
vi. Concern was expressed over the wood duck boxes located within the proposed Caltrans Willits

Bypass construction zone.
c¢. Upcoming relevant meetings

April 17th California Fish & Game Commission in Santa Rosa, CA
April 25t Joint Committee on Fisheries & Aquaculture in Sacramento, CA

d. Commission report in the County Budget Book
A copy of the pages pertaining to the County Fish & Game Commission in the County’s Budget Book

e. The meeting schedule for 2013 (2nd Tuesday of alternate months) was approved;

June 11,2013 Redwood Coast Senior Center, 490 N. Harold St., Ft. Bragg, CA 95437
August 13,2013 Willits County Library, 390 E. Commercial St., Willits, CA 95490
October 8, 2013 Redwood Coast Senior Center, 490 N. Harold St., Ft. Bragg, CA 95437

December 10,2013  Agricultural Services Bldg., 510 Low Gap Road, Ukiah, CA 95432

Mr. Innes motioned to approve the schedule, Mr. Ford seconded the motion, and the schedule was
approved unanimously.

f. Upcoming Commission activities
Setting up a Commission website within the County website, accessing Google Docs for the Commission. We

can look into borrowing PolyCom equipment for future meetings to allow teleconferencing capacity. We will
discuss future Commission activities and election of officers at the next meeting in June.

7. Adjournment
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