Mendocino County Fish & Game Commission
501 Low Gap Road
Ukiah, CA 95482

MINUTES

DATE: Tuesday, February 11, 2014
TIME: 6:00 pm

LOCATION: Mendocino County Agricultural Center
890 N. Bush Street, Ukiah, CA 95482

AND Via TELECONFERENCE with call=in number (605) 475-4000
using Access Code 932223#

Note: All items are considered for action unless otherwise noted.

Agenda timing: scheduled times for each agenda item are stated in parentheses. When the scheduled
time has been reached, the Commission will either consider a motion to act, continue the discussion
through to the following meeting, or appoint an ad-hoc committee to discuss the item further and
report to the Commission at the following meeting.

California Fish and Game Commission 2014 new and proposed regulations, and the anticipated
rulemaking calendar, is online at: http://www.fgc.ca.gov/regulations/2014/index.aspx

1. CALL TO ORDER

Commissioners Present: Jim Martin, Sean White, Paul Trouette, David Willoughby.
Commissioners Absent: Eric Anderson, Mike Morgan.

2. PUBLIC EXPRESSION (NO ACTION)

Randy Vann of Covelo introduced himself and discussed his reasons for petitioning to join the Commission as
an At Large Commissioner. He's interested in inland issues, including blacktail deer population, water
pollution and illegal water diversions. If Vann is appointed, the Commission still has one open spot for a
Coastal At-Large Commissioner. The audience was invited to spread the word.

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Commissioner White moved to approve the minutes and Commissioner Trouette seconded the motion. The
minutes were approved unanimously and will be posted to the Commission website.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS (NO ACTION)

a. SeaGrant awards for Marine Protection Area baseline studies
http://caseagrantnews.org/2013/12/17 /new-projects-to-take-snapshot-of-north-coasts-mpas/
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The SeaGrant research awards for projects in the North Coast Region are noteworthy, because the grant
review process responded to community requests to prioritize grants for local scientists and tribes and
tribal communities. Our County Commission will be congratulating award recipients and requesting they
make public presentations to our Board of Supervisors and Town Councils prior to, during, and following
the implementation of their research.

b. DFW Ocean Salmon Information Meeting in Santa Rosa on February 26, 9am - 3pm.
5. PRESENTATION by Jerry Kashiwada, DFW, on new abalone harvesting regulations (15°)

Jerry has been in our area for 15 years, back in the days when there was only a “stamp” to harvest abalone.
Due to a previous lack of abalone regulations and protection, abalone essentially disappeared from San
Francisco south along the coast. Abalone fisheries in Alaska and Washington no longer exist. We are
“fortunate” to not have sea otters north of San Francisco, which enables the north coast to sustain a fishery.
Main problem with abalone reproduction is that they are broadcast spawners, and if abalone adults are not
present within a certain density, spawning is unsuccessful because fertilization does not take place. DFW
aims to have adequate abalone densities to maintain healthy population levels. When average abalone
density in eight study sites is below a certain level (0.5 abalone/m2), DFW harvesting regulations are re-
examined and abalone take is adjusted.

In 2011 there was a major die-off of abalone in Sonoma County, reducing current overall average density.
The Fish and Game Commission have adjusted the harvesting regulations to prohibit abalone search or take
before 8:00 a.m., something that will primarily impact rock pickers. As the season progresses, rock picking
tends to have the greatest negative impact on abalone, because the act of removing the abalone from the
rocks - especially undersized abalone - leads to increased mortality because abalone are hemophiliacs. This
will also help DFW wardens in enforcing abalone regulations as the picking will now take place entirely
during daylight hours. The Fort Ross abalone harvesting area has been completely closed. In Mendocino
County the total bag limit is 18 abalone, but for Sonoma and Marin County, the limit is 9 abalone.

Commissioner White pointed out that current DFW policy estimating abalone densities is not yet based on
rigorous, species-specific and field-based science, due to the lack of adequate studies on California abalone
life cycles, behavior ecology, and population ecology. Commissioner Martin noted that the State Fish and
Game Commission will be reviewing the abalone recovery management plan.

6. DISCUSSION ITEMS (30°)

a. Updates of recent State F&GC*, DFW*, and OPC* Notices, including proposed changes to ocean salmon
fishing, mammal hunting, Klamath and Trinity River sport fishing regulations, and marine protected
areas regulatory language. http: //www.fgc.ca.gov/regulations /2014 /index.aspx (5’)

The Secretary announced the fact that our County Commission website now contains periodic
summaries of proposed regulatory changes, and encouraged the public to follow a hyperlink that
goes directly to the F&GC website where the regulatory changes are listed.

The Russian River and all coastal streams are closed to recreational fishing of anadromous fish due to
drought conditions. This was a measure supported by local fishermen. F&GC is considering changing
regulations for Pacific halibut to reduce overall take.

b. Reports from the Feb. 4th Anadromous Hatchery Workshop and Feb. 5th State F&GC meeting in
Sacramento http: //www.fgc.ca.gov/meetings/2014/index.aspx (10’)

A report from Dr. Peter Moyle’s workshop comments is available at: http://californiawaterblog.com/
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c. Discussion of Commission meeting schedule for 2014 (15’)

Option 1: Bimonthly meetings every second Tuesday beginning at 7pm and rotating
between Ukiah, Willits, and Ft. Bragg with a teleconference option.

Option 1a: Changing the meeting start time to 6pm.

Option 1b: Increasing meeting frequency to monthly (instead of bi-monthly)

Option 1c: Adding meetings in Pt. Arena and/or Covelo.

Re: Option 1a. Commissioner White made a motion to start meetings at 6:00 pm and Commissioner
Willoughby seconded it. The Commission decided to change the meeting time to 6:00pm.

Re: Option 1b: The Commission decided to continue the bi-monthly meeting schedule, with the
option of holding special meetings via teleconference.

Re: Option 1c: Commissioner White moved, Commissioner Willoughby seconded a 2014 meeting
rotation as follows: Ukiah (February 11) - Ft. Bragg (April 8) - Covelo (June 10) - Pt. Arena (August
12) - Willits - (October 14) - Ukiah (December 9). Note: Randy Vann felt there would be additional
tribal participation if meetings were hold in Covelo.

d. Updates to the County F&GC website http://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/dfg/ (2")

The Secretary hopes to upload a digitized version of the text Volunteers with a Vision, Report on the
Mendocino County Fish & Game grants program 1993-2002. Commissioner White will provided the
Secretary with Rudolph Light’s contact information (he currently lives in Redwood Valley), to see if we
can obtain the original computer files.

e. Consideration of a letter to the State F&GC re: illegal water diversions (10’)

Commissioner Trouette testified to the severity of the ecological, economic, hydrological, biology, and
chemical damage caused by illegal marijuana grows on public grounds. The goal of the letter, directed to
the County Board of Supervisors, is to develop a series of stiff penalties, perhaps in the form of a County
ordinance, because monetary fines appear to be an inadequate deterrent. County Sheriff Allman recently
announced that illegal water diversions will be charged as “grand theft.”

Discussion of this draft letter will be continued to the April meeting, with a revised letter available for
possible action.

f. Discussion of Commission protocol for reviewing grant applications (15’)

The Commission is using a new online evaluation system to provide quantitative and qualitative review
of the grant proposals. The Commission Ad Hoc Grant Review Committee, composed of Commissioners
White, Martin, and Anderson will meet on March 4th at 5:00pm, prior to a full Commission Review during
a special meeting March 11t at 6:00 pm in Ukiah. The Secretary will contact all proposal applicants prior
to the meeting and provide them with Commissioners will convey review spreadsheets to the Secretary
for her to aggregate scores and comments prior to the March meeting.

7. BRIEF PRESENTATIONS BY GRANT APPLICANTS (90°)

1. Redwood Valley Outdoor Education Project - Helen Menasian, Education Coordinator

A special program of the Ukiah Unified School District on land in Redwood Valley that enables 2000
1st — 6th grade students each year to have hands-on, place-based outdoor science education programs
(soils, habitat mapping, anadromous fish etc.). Funds for school trips is requested.
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2. Abalone Hunting and Education Project - Terrence Vaughn and Charlie Lorenz

Terrence and Charlie brought a 6-minute “Abalone Hunter” video produced on MCTV. The goal of the
videos is to educate the public, including divers, on abalone regulations, abalone biology, and diver
safety. (10 episodes are already available on YouTube.) Funds are requested to offer twelve unique
30-second to one-minute short videos in local coast cinemas and public access channels.

3. Lower Usal Creek Groundwater Monitoring Project - No presentation.
4. Community Education - Stream Environment and Fish Awareness — Bruce Hilbach-Barger

An Eel River Recovery Project to address community culture around streams and salmon runs and
increase community ownership of streams and creeks in Round Valley. People dump trash and drive
ATVs in local creeks. Chicken-wire salmonid traps and illegal water diversions are an issue. On the
positive side, many people do voluntary walks along streambeds, collecting waste. The Project has
three components: monitoring, education, and a salmon festival.

5. Living with Bears - No presentation.
6. South Fork Noyo River Stream Habitat Enhancement Project - Doug Kern

Proposals to increase structural complexity in salmon streams - improve pool cover, pool depth, and
pool frequency. Overall project covers 57 sites. Funds are requested to make up for lost federal
match funding; other matches are from the California Conservation Corps and Redwood Forest
(contributing woody debris).

7. Noyo Harbor District Storm Water Quality - Kevin Michel

Looking to improve the quality of storm water runoff in the Noyo Harbor parking lot (degraded
asphalt) and culvert (currently with a high litter load) before it reaches the river.

8. RFFI Restoration Forestry Project - Judy Harwood

Issues with overcrowding of tan oak; community survey resulted in the cessation of herbicide use.
The project also involves a pilot biochar effort to harvest and sell excess woody biomass, as a viable
alternative to herbicides. Funds are requested to support a post-thinning review of the
demonstration site of the impact of the thinning on local wildlife.

9. Steelhead in the Classroom - Larry Woods

A proposal from Oak Manor Middle School by two teachers who raise steelhead in the classroom for
four classes. The teachers have completed the DFW training, have the permits on record, and will be
getting rainbow trout eggs tomorrow (due to the drought no steelhead can be provided), and will be
kept in the classrooms for six weeks. Funding is requested for an aquarium chiller.

10. Eel River Recovery Project Mycoremediation Proposal - Lacy Lackey

A proposal to remediate three ranch roads near Mill Creek and Covelo dump site using mushroom
cultivation, and to inspire increased community involvement.

8. COMMISSIONER REPORTS (INFORMATIONAL - NO ACTION)

9. ADJOURNMENT

* F&GC - Fish and Game Commission; DFW = Department of Fish and Wildlife; OPC = Ocean Protection Council



