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Summary
AB 2684 is a bill currently moving through the State legislature which can impose coded wire tagging of 100% of the hatchery salmon in California. It was passed by two committees in the Assembly and the entire Assembly.  It now sits in the Senate Rules Committee awaiting a Senate Committee assignment.  The bill is not in the interests of the salmon industry.  GGSA registered strong opposition to it in the Assembly.  Because of this opposition, the bill was amended changing it from mandating 100% coded wire tagging to a percent to be determined by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  This improves the bill but it still poses risks to the salmon industry and does not solve the genetic problems. GGSA will continue to oppose it as it moves to the Senate.  We are requesting support in this opposition by signing onto this statement.

The reasons for continuing this opposition are:

1. The issues of Central Valley hatchery and wild fish management are important but currently there is no consensus within the scientific community, the fishery agencies and the stakeholders as to the best approach to deal with them.  Legislation at this time is premature.  More study and consensus on the issues is needed before legislation should be considered.
2. The current bill provides no clear path to salmon recovery.  It provides no early help in rebuilding the wild salmon runs and can potentially get in the way of the rebuilding projects that are underway and planned.
3. If increases in coded wire tagging are implemented, the bill will impose substantial increased costs on the agencies responsible for mitigation including DWR, East Bay Mud and the Bureau of Reclamation.  These mandated cost increases will interfere with funding for more productive rebuilding projects.
4. The language of the bill implies that the reasons the salmon have not been recovered is that the hatchery fish are creating genetic and ecological risks to the wild populations.  There are many ecological risks to the wild salmon populations in the Central Valley but hatchery fish interference is very low on the priority compared to the better recovery actions that are in the planning process.

List of Opponents to the bill
· Golden Gate Salmon Association – Represents the California salmon industry including commercial, recreational, charters, wholesalers, retailers and manufacturers.  John Mc Manus, Executive Director, John@goldengatesalmon.org   
· The Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association – Represents the majority of the offshore commercial charter fleet from Fort Bragg to Monterey Bay carrying 250,000 salmon fishermen annually. Roger Thomas, President, Suedupuis@aol.com . 
· Water4fish.org - A salmon advocacy group with 86,000 participants - Dick Pool, President, Rbpool@protroll.com .
· PCFFA - The commercial salmon industry trade association - Zeke Grader, Executive Director, Zgrader@ifrfish.org.
· West Marine – Nations largest marine equipment supplier – Watsonville - Randy Repass, Chairman.
· Caito Fisheries – A major commercial salmon processor in Fort Bragg and Eureka – Jim Caito, President
· Johnson Hicks Marine – A marine equipment supplier Santa Cruz and Sausalito - Joe Donatini, President.
· USA Fishing.com – A major website provider of salmon fishing reports - Mike Augney, President
· Outdoor Pro Shop – A large salmon equipment retailer - Cotati - Ken Elie, President.
· Pro-Troll Fishing Products – A salmon gear manufacturer – Concord - Dick Pool, President.
· Blue Runner – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Sausalito – Capt. Todd Magaline.
· Hog Heaven  – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Sausalito – Capt. Shawn Hodges.
· New Rayann – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Sausalito – Capt. John Atkinson.
· Outer Limits – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Sausalito – Capt. Jim Robertson.
· Salty Lady – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Sausalito – Capt Roger Thomas.
· Sea Turtle – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Sausalito – Capt. Perry Kearson.
· Flash – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Steve Talmadge.
· Happy Days – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Joseph Nazer.
· Lovely Martha – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Frank Rescino.
· Silver Fox – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Chris Duba.
· Soleman – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Don Franklin Jr.
· Wacky Jacky – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Jacky Douglas.
· Wild Natalie – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – San Francisco – Capt. Tom Zizzo.
· El Dorado 1 – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Berkeley – Capt. Robert Gallia.
· Flying Fish – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Berkeley – Capt. Brian Guiles.
· Magic Woman – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Berkeley – Capt. Mark Chow.
· New Easy Rider – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Berkeley – Capt. Joseph Gallia Sr.
· New El Dorado 3 – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Berkeley – Capt. Edward Gallia.
· C-Gull – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville – Capt. Don Wong.
· The Long Fin – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville – Capt. Jason Russey.
· New Huck Finn – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville – Capt. Jay Yokomizo.
· New Salmon Queen – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville.
· Sea Wolf – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville – Capt. Jon Kokomizo.
· Seeker – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville – Capt. Harry Garabedian Jr..
· Super Fish – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Emeryville – Capt. Nick Menigoz.
· Emeryville Sportfishing Center – Craig Stone – President.
· New Sea Angler – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Bodega Bay – Capt. Richard Powers.
· Sandy Ann – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Bodega Bay – Capt. George Castagnola Jr.
· Maria E - Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Bodega Bay – Capt. George Castagnola III.
· Surf Scooter - Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Bodega Bay – Capt. Dana Amundsen.
· Reel-Lentless - Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel - Bodega Bay – Capt. Robert Monckton.
· Trek II - Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Fort Bragg – Capt. Rick Thornton.
· Biteme - Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Shelter Cove – Capt. Trent Slate.  
· Annkeny Street – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Half Moon Bay – Capt. Chris Chang.
· Connie–O – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Half Moon Bay – Capt. Robert Mazzetti.
· New Captain Pete – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Half Moon Bay – Capt. Dennis Baxter.
· Que Sera Sera – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Half Moon Bay – Capt. Dale Waters.
· Queen of Hearts – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Half Moon Bay – Capt. Bob Ingles.
· Half Moon Bay Sportfishing – Sherrie Ingles – owner
· Velocity – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Santa Cruz – Capt. Ken Stagnaro.
· Kahuna -  Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Moss Landing – Carol Jones.
· Checkmate – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Monterey – Capt. Harry Neece.
· Carolyn  – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Monterey – Capt. Dave Riens.
· Miss Monterey – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Monterey – Capt. Nick Lemons.
· Chubasco – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Monterey – Capt. Brian Cutting.
· Sur Randy – Commercial Passenger Salmon Vessel – Monterey – Capt. Tom Compagno.
· Chris’s Fishing Trips – Monterey - Chris Arcoleo, Owner
· Randy’s Sport Fishing – Monterey - Peter Bruno, Owner.
· Bodega Bay Sportfishing Center – Bodega Bay - Mauren Powers – Owner.
· The Boat House – Bodega Bay – Sophia Powers – Owner.
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