
 

 

Mendocino County  

 Policy Council on Children and Youth   

and 

 Child Abuse Prevention Commission 

 

Minutes 

November 17
th

, 2014 

 

 

OPEN MEETING/CALL TO ORDER/ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 

Chairperson Stephanie Paige called the meeting to order at 11:40 am. Members present were; Anne 

Molgaard, Stephanie Paige, Carol Kelsey, Kathryn Caveness, Sheryn Hildebrand, Jena Conner and Teri 

Sedrick. Non-members present were; Chandra Gonsalez, Willow Anderson and Lorraine Montano. Simple 

introductions were made. 

 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

 

Minutes:  Due to a staffing change, Stephanie asked that we defer the minutes to our next regularly 

scheduled meeting.  All approved. 

         

ROUND TABLE: Discussion about community challenges to family and youth 

 

Stephanie introduced the topic and open discussion was held about community challenges to family and 

youth – Where do we, as a board, want to focus our energies?  

 

Carol spoke about truancy. She indicated that the issue has been addressed by PCCY in the past but had 

concerns about truancy continuing to be a problem. Kathryn agreed that truancy can lead to a lifetime of 

problems. Anne felt that having the DA’s office involved with truancy carries a lot of weight. Willow 

expressed concern that we did not have a representative from the school district at the meeting today and 

wondered if we might ask them to give a presentation at a future meeting. Sharon spoke about how each 

entity has their own perspectives but it is important that everyone works together to achieve a larger goal. 

Anne remembered that a group had been formed to address truancy she was not sure if they are continuing to 

meet. Sharon spoke about children with a long history of behavior issues being sent home from school and 

how that only adds to the problem. The children learn that if they act out in school they will get to go home. 

Another issue is that it makes it difficult to get foster parents because most have to work in order to have a 

sustainable income and staying home when the child is sent home for bad behavior is hard to manage. Non 

public schooling could help to address this issue. Sharon agreed that we really need an educator from the 

Ukiah school district to attend meetings. Anne reported that a new person had been assigned to student 

services and that expulsions are down, she will see if the new person will attend the PCCY meetings.  Sharon 

would like the committee to be proactive and find out what “best practices” other schools are using. Kathryn 

noted that Willits has a great peer counseling program. Chandra suggested that the meeting time/day be 

changed in order to accommodate the educators – they are in school until the afternoon. 

 

Chairperson Stephanie said that it sounds like the committee would like truancy to be a focus, are there any 

other issues? 

 

Loraine spoke about foster parents of 0-5 year olds and childcare issues. It is hard to get them in preschool 

especially children with higher needs. It is also hard to keep siblings together. Sharon thinks there is an 



 

 

agreement in place with Head Start that foster children are a priority and will be placed first. Anne asked if 

anyone would be interested in using the building on Orchard Avenue in the afternoons for child care. Anne 

will send the survey results to all PCCY members and in the future will forward to all the childcare opening 

notices she receives. Katie Summers is the contact at MCOE. The principle of Pomolita has made afternoon 

childcare a priority. They never turn a child away. 

 

Chandra feels that substance abuse has risen along with psychotic behavior and would like to see this 

addressed. If a child has a preexisting mental health issue the use of drugs can amplify and affect them 

greatly. Rehab is needed for this age group as well a more drug education. She stated that the number one 

reason youth are kicked out of transitional housing is substance abuse. 

 

Loraine has the idea that creating “neighborhoods”, just like the good old days, which could have a huge 

impact. Kind of like the neighborhood watch program that communities used to have. Chandra said that as a 

transplant herself, she found that it was hard breaking into the clicks in this community. It would be nice if 

block parties could be arranged as a way for neighbors to get to know each other. Anne agreed with this. 

 

Loraine said that we need trauma informed training for doctors, nurses and teachers. Jena agreed training 

should teach how to respond in a way that doesn’t create additional trauma. Sharon said there is a need to be 

careful how the training occurs. 

 

Ann spoke about scholarships that are available for the youth of our community, how do parents find out 

about them and then further how do parents get their children to practice, games etc. when they don’t have 

transportation of their own. It is important to support children early so they stay out of the system. 

 

Sharon spoke about how the courts are working together to increase the amount of needs that can be met for 

a child in the first 90 days after a child is detained.  

 

Chairperson Stephanie asked if there were any other issues to bring to the table. 

 

Ann thought it might be useful to have a two hour meeting with ER doctors to trade ideas. Also, to check 

with SF and other ERs about best practices.  Willow thought it might be helpful to gather data from each 

organization and then see what areas to focus our energies based on that data. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS AND PUBLIC EXPRESSION: General Announcements and Upcoming Agenda Item 

Requests    

 

NONE 

 

ADJOURN MEETING  

 

The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Stephanie Paige at 12:48 PM 

 

          Next Meeting: February 23, 2015 from 11:30am to 1pm.   

                    (Agricultural Conference Room at the Agricultural Building) 

                    890 N. Bush Street (on the Corner of N. Bush and Low Gap) Ukiah, Ca.  95482 

 

A table will be available for handouts and materials.  Materials need to be provided to Joy at 

beelerj@co.mendocino.ca.us no later than 12:00pm the Monday prior to the meeting to be 

distributed to remote sites. 
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