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MENDOCINO COUNTY 
POLICY COUNCIL ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 
November 30, 2001 

 
Minutes 

 

 Members         Present   Non-Member Participants 
Steve Lund – Representative from Superintendent’s Council X  Dotty Coplen 
Kevin Broin - Sheriff Department   Mary Elliott, CSOC 
Paula Cohen – Community Health Clinics   Carol Ciraulo, MCOE Youth Advisory 
David Colfax - Board of Supervisors   Linda Nagel, MCAH, Public Health 
Carolyn Dexter - Family & Children’s Services, Social Services   John Knapp, Community Health Services 
Damon Dickinson - Special Education Local Plan Agency X  Mary Blanchette, MCDSS 
Alison Glassey - Director, Social Services X  Chris Partida, MCDSS 
Marta Hernandez – Representative Latino Coalition X  Roxanna Usher, MCDSS 
Dennis Ivey – Associate Superintendent, MCOE   Joe Wildman, Community Development Commision 
Janet Larson – Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prev. Commission X  Judy Hinckel 
Lois Lockhart – Native American Representative X  Armand Brint 
Dianne Lawrence - North Coast Opportunities X   
Vick Marvella – Representative Child Abuse Prevention Council X   
Cindee Mayfield - Juvenile Court Judge    
Bob McAlister - Probation Department X   
Carol Mordhorst - Public Health Director X   
Victoria Patterson - Representative from a non-profit agency X   
Joan Rousseau - Mental Health    
Ned Walsh – Administrator, AODP X   
Karin Wandrei - Director, Youth Project X   
    

 
Opening Meeting 
• Chairman Damon Dickinson called meeting to order at 1:40 PM at Mendocino Office of 

Education, East Room.  Introductions were made. 
• The October 26, 2001 minutes were reviewed. 

A correction was requested by Karen Wandrei:  The location of the Fort Bragg office is near, 
not “in,” the Boat Yard Shopping Center. 

 
Motion:  Approve the October 26, 2001 minutes with correction.  Seconded.  Passed. 
. 
• The November 30, 2001 agenda was reviewed. 
• “Shifting the Focus,” an action item from Karin Wandrei, was added to agenda 
 
Motion:  Approve the November 30, 2001 agenda with change.  Seconded.  Passed. 
 
 
Policy Council Business 
 
Membership – Roxanna Usher 
 
Roxanna is following up on multiple leads for a member for the Ministerial position. 
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Alison Glassey also announced that the Board of Supervisors has approved the appointment of 
Steve Lund. 
 
Joe Wildman, the new Executive Director of the Community Development Commission (CDC), 
was present.  After discussing the possibility of his filling the vacant slot for the CDC, a motion 
was made to this effect. 
 
Motion: Nominate Joe Louis Wildman, as the representative of the Community 
Development Commission.  Seconded.  Passed. 
 
Carol Ciraulo of the Youth Advisory Council reports that it is difficult to get members for the 
Youth slot.  A discussion of various ways to attract members included offering a stipend or 
money for mileage. Having to hire people to get them on the payroll and thereby eligible for per 
diem payments might be a roadblock.  
 
Roxanna Usher can research and make a report/proposal at the next meeting. 
 
Annual Election – Bob McAlister 
 
E-mails made by Roxanna soliciting potential candidates for the election slate received a poor 
response (one person conditionally volunteered). 
 
Motion:  Re-elect Damon Dickinson as Chairman and Bob McAlister as Vice Chairman.  
Seconded.  Passed. 
 
Creation of Ad hoc Committee for Legislative Update for February meeting – Damon 
Dickinson 
 
In order to keep abreast of the changes occurring to legislation regarding youth, it was suggested 
that an ad hoc committee be formed.  Volunteers are:  Bob McAlister for Law Enforcement, 
Carol Mordhorst and Linda Nagel for Public Health Dianne Lawrence for Childcare, Mary 
Elliott for Mental Health, and Victoria Patterson for the Workforce Investment Act.  Mary 
Blanchette will discuss the committee with Carolyn Dexter and Carolyn will supply a contact for 
Children’s Services. 
 
As no one else was willing, it was agreed that Roxanna Usher would be the contact person.  If 
you want items to be placed on the agenda, send information to Roxanna two weeks prior to the 
meeting.  Otherwise, please bring handouts to the appropriate meeting and be prepared to make a 
three to five minute report.  The first of the  reports will occur at the January meeting. 
 
Safe from the Start Conference Team – Roxanna Usher 
 
A meeting is planned for Monday, December 03, 2001 at 11:00 am in the Southeast room at 
MCOE to discuss the Exposure to Violence Forum. 
 
Coordinated Children’s Service Plan – Roxanna Usher 
 
Roxanna has been visiting many committees.  She will present their input at the next meeting. 
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Willits Children Health Summit – Carol Ciraulo 
 
The collaborative effort by the School Board and the Health Advisory Committee was well 
received.  There were good speakers.  It has been suggested that another summit be planned for 
next year.  Public Health is the contact for involvement. 
 
Northern California Youth Summit – Mary Elliott 
 
Directors and Managers from Mendocino and other northern California counties met to focus on 
youth development. Highlights were Little Hoover Commission and “Voices Unchained.”  
 
Next year, Mendocino County will be hosting the summit.  A meeting in Williams is scheduled 
for the 12th (of December) at the City Hall. 
 
Asset Building  Coalition – Judy Hinkel and Armand Brint 
 
The Action Plan from the conference team was presented with four actions requested.  Allison 
Glassey noted that the Action Plan is part of the Coordinated Children’s Services Plan currently 
under development. 
 
Motion:  To add “asset-based approach” to value statement.  Seconded.  Passed. 
 
Motion:  To include the Asset Building Coalition as a subcommittee of PCCY.  Seconded.  
Passed. 
 
Motion:  That PCCY participating entities designate a representative to serve on the Asset 
Building Coalition as appropriate.  Seconded.  Passed. 1 Abstention (Lois Lockhart) 
 
Motion:  To use the Asset Building Coalition for technical assistance and staff development 
in learning about, and effective utilization of, the asset-based approach.  Seconded.  Passed.
 
Shifting the Focus – Karin Wandrei 
 
This is a State-level workgroup that meets quarterly with the Prevention Institute as its 
facilitator.  A retreat was recently held.  She will be bringing the revised principles developed by 
the workgroup to the Council and, if so desired, the principles can be incorporated into the 
Coordinated Children’s Services Plan. 
 
In discussion of Karin’s reporting back to the group, Alison Glassey noted that PCCY had  
decided  that very day to adopt the asset-based approach to the Council’s value statements. 
 
Teen System of Care – Alison Glassey 
 
This cabinet is a subcommittee of PCCY.  It had its first meeting a week and a half ago.  Chris 
Partida was introduced as a Program Administrator and the Teen System of Care Coordinator.  
They have opened their office on Gobbi Street.  The phone number is 463-4894. 
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YouthPORT – Ned Walsh 
 
They have received grant money and will be going to the Board of Supervisors to request two 
positions. 
 
The lead for YouthPORT has shifted from AODP to   MCDSS, AODP will still coordinate all 
the reporting paperwork to the State. 
 
Announcements  
 
Judy Hinkel –  Judy provided additional information regarding the event in Willits (Children 

Health Summit) reported on earlier in the meeting. Preparations are already being 
discussed for next  
year’s event which will be held on November 2, 2002.  Planning will begin in 
April.  They need a coordinator or someone to take the lead.  Comments from this 
year’s summit identified the need for  a more diverse planning team. Jennifer 
Harris is the contact person for the time being. 
Jennifer’s e-mail address is  jenwh@saber.net  

 
Carol Mordhorst – Our county is one of nine that have been selected from across the country to 

take part in MAPP.(Mobilizing for Action through Partnership and Planning).   
They are working on a Community Survey.  They are hiring youth to do intercept 
surveys in front of WalMart, Safeway, etc. countywide. The Council might be 
interested in the results. If you know of any youth who want to participate as 
surveyors, please give their names to Carol.  

 
Ned Walsh –  The Prop 36 program (anyone arrested for possession of a substance gets a chance 

at treatment) is up and running.  Referrals are twice what they expected.  
Currently, the program is only for adults, but they hope to get kids of Prop 36 
parents into prevention service (Mendocino is the only county to weave 
prevention into Prop 36). 

 
Linda Nagel –The Latino Coalition will be meeting next Thursday, December 6, 2001 from 11 

to1, with a working lunch, at NCO on North State Street.  The focus will be on 
transportation needs in the county and possible resources for meeting those needs. 

 
Lois Lockhart-Lois had question regarding page 3 of the minutes of October 26, 2001 

(“Children’s Services will hold a round table with the Native American 
Community on November 30, 2001”.  –The meeting has been rescheduled to 
12/14/01 and titled as an ICWA roundtable. 

 
Bob McAlister -The Juvenile Comprehensive Assessment Center is up and running.  It’s located 

on Gobbi Street, at Alex Thomas complex.  Getting referrals from schools. 
 
Alison Glassey – The new Deputy Director of the EFAS division, Renato Gomes, is now here.  

He hopes to attend the Latino Coalition meeting. 
 
Bob McAlister – The next PCCY meeting will be on January 25, 2002. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00 by Bob McAlister with well wishes for the holidays. 


