
MENDOCINO COUNTY 
POLICY COUNCIL ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 
February 22, 2002 

 
Minutes 

 
Members      Present   Non-Member Participants 

Steve Lund – Representative from Superintendent’s Council   John Knapp, Community Health Services of Mendocino Co. 
Kevin Broin - Sheriff Department   Linda Nagel, MCAH, Public Health 
Paula Cohen – Community Health Clinics   Mary Elliott, CSOC 
Patty Campbell - Board of Supervisors X  Mary Nevarez, ICWA 
Carolyn Dexter - Family & Children’s Services, Social Services X  Jade Tippett, Ukiah High School 
Damon Dickinson - Special Education Local Plan Agency X  Dotty Coplen 
Alison Glassey - Director, Social Services X  Anne Molgaard, Children & Families First 
Marta Hernandez – Representative Latino Coalition X  Eileen Harmon, Public Health 
Dennis Ivey – Associate Superintendent, MCOE X  Kirsten Johnsten, CPIA 
Janet Larson – Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prev. Commission   Roxanna Usher, MCDSS 
Lois Lockhart – Native American Representative X  Bob Laughton, MCDSS 
Dianne Lawrence - North Coast Opportunities   Patti Martinez, MCDSS 
Vick Marvella – Representative Child Abuse Prevention Council X   
Cindee Mayfield - Juvenile Court Judge X   
Bob McAlister - Probation Department    
Carol Mordhorst - Public Health Director    
Victoria Patterson - Representative from a non-profit agency X   
Joan Rousseau - Mental Health X   
Ned Walsh – Administrator, AODP X   
Karin Wandrei - Director, Youth Project X   

 
Open Meeting 
• Minutes of January 25, 2002 – Review/Action 

Motion to approve minutes as written.  Seconded. Approved. 
• February 22, 2002 Agenda – Review/Action   

Motion to approve February 22, 2002 agenda as written. Seconded.  Approved 
 
 
Policy Council Business 
 
• Membership – Discuss/Action 

In the February of even years the Board of Supervisors appoints members to PCCY.  An action is 
needed to send the names of those who presently occupy seats, along with John Knapp and the 
ICWA Representative, to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Motion to reappoint the current members to the PCCY for the next two years.  Seconded. One 
abstention (Supervisor Patti Campbell) 
 

• PCCY Website – Demonstration 
Bob Laughton (DSS) demonstrated the proposed PCCY website.  The website would give people a 
place to go for information and a place to store historical documents.  Items that could go on the 
website are: the meeting calendar, membership, minutes, agendas, Links to organizations, by-laws, 



forms & publications, and the Coordinated Children’s Service Plan (when completed).  The focus 
should be on keeping the information current.  Don’t let this get outdated.  
 
The Brown Act may make the ListServe option illegal since it would not be an open and accessible 
meeting.  This service could possibly be used as a 1-way information center, sending out items to 
members. 
 
Correct the title of ICWA Agency to Indian Child Welfare Act 
 

Motion to support the next steps in development of a PCCY Website.  Seconded.  Approved.  
 
 
Coordinated Children’s Services Plan 

The plan is to finish up with the different outside committees no later than April.  The draft 
Coordinated Children’s Services Plan should be brought to PCCY for review in April or May, with 
June as the planned completion month. 

 
 

Legislative Update:  Law Enforcement 
John Weed from probation came to fill in for Bob McAllister.  This year the changes are minor. 
Probation changes are aimed at gearing things towards lower-age children with the hope of 
intervening earlier, before they are entrenched in a lifestyle of escalating crimes. This Foundations 
Program deals with first- or second-time offenders.  It is grant funded and the grant is going to 
expire.  Parents are required to be a part of this program by attending at least three of the ten 
classes.   
 
Judge Mayfield introduced the idea of a Peer Court.  She has previously discussed this with the 
Probation Department and has their support.  She is willing and able to take part in the training of 
people.  Places that have Peer Court often rotate judges through, but the kids make the decisions. 
It’s been found that the kids are tougher on each other and that punishment limits have to be set.  
Judge Mayfield is interested in getting it off the ground starting in outlying areas such as 
Covelo/Round Valley.  There are tapes from Placerville Peer Court available for viewing for those 
interested. 

 
Affiliated Committees 

 
• Asset Building Coalition Training – Discuss/Action 

The Asset Building Coalition requests members of PCCY to identify training dates for each 
system/department.  It is expected that key decision-making representatives will attend.  
The PCCY members are requesting further information.  Additional information with tentative 
dates will be given to Roxanna. 
 
Carolyn accepted the June 20 date for TSOC and Supervisors in Children’s Services.  Mental 
Health and CSOC are interested in the same day.  

 
• Children and Families First 

Anne Molgaard distributed grant information. They are soliciting more innovative and different 
ideas to help 0-5 year old children and their families.  The money source is tobacco tax, so 
there is an age limit.  Individuals (if serving families), agencies or small neighborhood groups 



without insurance are eligible for this grant.  There are applications online at 
mendochildren.org 

 
Take advantage of National TV Turn-Off Week to spend time with children.  Handouts 
distributed for 101 Screen-Free Activities. If you want further information call Anne Molgaard. 

 
Announcements and Other Business/Public Expression 
 
Karin Wandrei has two large projects in the works. Transitional Living Program for Non-System 

Youths 16-21 is for children no longer being served by a government agency to teach basic skills.   
 
The other project is DHS Pregnancy Prevention Project for Kids.  They are looking at high-risk youth, 

possibly using peer helpers and basing it in schools.  If anyone is interested please let Karin know. 
 
Dennis Ivey asked for information on school age, K thru 6 non-school attendees. Karin Wandrei said 

the Youth Project had done a project on that topic.  Dennis is looking at developing a program 
around school-readiness problems. He has an opportunity for grant money to build/create a 
community day school for expelled students that could also serve others.  Karin said that they have 
a program in Ft. Bragg that deals with school-readiness problems. 

 
Linda Nagel announced that Eileen Harmon is the new Childcare Health Consultant posted at NCO at 

Rural Community Childcare.  The next childcare Linkages meeting is Thursday, March 21.  They 
will notify people. 

  
Also, there will be the 3rd Bay Area Adolescent Health Seminar to be held at Asilomar May 8 - 10.  

Register by March 8 for a reduced rate.  Flyers were passed out. Website is: www.ahwg.net 
 
Mary Nevarez announced that a April Child Abuse Prevention event will be held at the Redwood 

Valley Reservation on April 20th.  This is the sixth year that this event has taken place. Flyers were 
distributed. 

 
Jade Tippett is surveying the public to garner support for a Multidisciplinary Interview Process in 

inland Mendocino. PCCY members mentioned that there are a number of facilities available 
currently (AODP has a room, the Youth Project has a room, Public Health has a room, and there 
are two rooms in the new CPS office which should be available mid-April). A student of his had a 
bad experience and he would like to see some changes (to interview process). 

 
Carolyn Dexter said that Mary Blanchette has been having meetings with law enforcement and will 
continue to do so regarding protocols (i.e. who takes the lead in an investigation, having positive 
talks, etc.) There is also going to be a new screening approach where all referrals come to Ukiah to 
be referred out to other districts. 

 
Tuesday February 26, 2002 is the dedication and open house for the new CPS office at 727 South State 

Street. 
 
Adjourn Meeting 4:30 pm 


