
MENDOCINO COUNTY 
POLICY COUNCIL ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

and 
Child Abuse Prevention Commission 

 
May 23, 2003 

 
Minutes 

 
Members       Present   Non-Member Participants 

Steve Lund – Representative from Superintendent’s Council   Anne Molgaard, First Five Mendocino 
Kevin Broin - Sheriff Department   Armand Brindt, AODP Prevention 
Patti Campbell - Board of Supervisors   Marc Komer, Asset Building Coalition 
Damon Dickinson - Special Education Local Plan Agency X  Sue Hawley, Gang Prevention Coalition 
Alison Glassey - Social Services X  Mary Blanchette, MCOE 
Marta Hernandez – Representative Latino Coalition   Peter Kostas, MCOE 
Dennis Ivey – Associate Superintendent, MCOE X  Roxanna Usher, MCDSS 
Janet Larson – Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prev. Commission   Mimi Ellis, MCDSS 
Lois Lockhart – Native American Representative X   
Cindee Mayfield - Juvenile Court Judge    
Bob McAlister - Probation Department X   
Carol Mordhorst - Public Health Director X   
Beth Martinez - Mental Health X   
Ned Walsh – Administrator, AODP X   
Karin Wandrei - Director, Youth Project X   
Mary Nevarez – Redwood Valley Reservation, ICWA X   
John Knapp, Alliance for Rural Community Health X   
Camille Schraeder-Child Abuse Prevention Council X   
Moises Soria, MCDSS/Nuestra Casa X   

 
Open Meeting – 11:40 am 
 
• Introductions 
 
• March 26, 2003 Minutes and April 25, 2003 Meeting Notes were reviewed. 
 

Motion was made to approve the March 26, 2003 Minutes and April 25, 2003 Meeting Notes.  
Seconded.  Approved.  
 

• The Agenda for May 23, 2003 was reviewed.  Bob McAlister proposed to add Sue Holly, 
representing the Gang Prevention Coalition, to the agenda under Child Abuse Prevention 
Commission Business. 

 
Motion was made to approve the May 23, 2003 Agenda with changes noted.  Seconded.  Approved.  



 
Child Abuse Prevention Commission Business 
 
• Gang Prevention Coalition – Sue Holly 
 
Sue Holly presented the Youth Yellow Pages.  A pocket-size directory for youth.  Ms. Holly expressed 
that she would like to get feedback from youth about the booklet or perhaps some type of alternative, if 
they would prefer, prior to mass production of the directory.  Bob McAllister stated that there had been a 
similar project in the past and that it did not do very well.  He suggested using youth at the Crossroads 
Center or like programs to review the directory.  Moises Soria indicated that staff at Nuestra Casa look 
for warning signs signaling gang involvement and intervene with those youth.  Beth Martinez asked 
about what was being done about youth in groups that are perpetrating violence but aren’t in known 
gangs (school bullies or individuals imitating gang members, for example).  Ms. Holly indicated that the 
Gang Prevention Coalition is aware of these issues. 
 
• Inventory of Children’s Programs in Mendocino County – Roxanna Usher 
 
Roxanna Usher gave a report on the progress of the youth and children’s services listings for Mendocino 
County.  She expects that the completed inventory will be available for the June meeting. 
 
• CAPIT Advisory Designation Update – Mary Elliott 
 
In Mary Elliott’s absence, Alison Glassey and Roxanna Usher gave the report.  Ms. Glassey explained 
that the State has made available to counties state-level CAPIT and PSSF funds for the purpose of Child 
Welfare Services Redesign.  The funds were made available on a non-competitive basis to county social 
services departments only—counties only needed to send in a proposal to get the funds.  Mendocino 
County’s proposal included looking at the network(s) of community partners, including the role family 
resource centers play.  The proposal included a role for PCCY in an advisory capacity. 
 
Motion:  Proposal to have the PCCY accept the advisory role in the Social Services CAPIT/PSSF 

project.  Seconded.  Passed. 
 
 
Policy Council Business 
 
• Membership/By-Laws 
 
Motion to nominate Mary Elliott for the Children’s Services seat and to send recommendation to 

the Board of Supervisors for appointment.  Seconded.  Approved. 
 
Discussion of the two vacant seats on the council and that nominations are needed to fill them.  Roxanna 
Usher will follow up on the North Coast Opportunities seat for the June meeting.   
 
Roxanna Usher explained that in a recent conversation with the Office of Child Abuse Prevention 
(OCAP), they indicated that in order for the council to be considered “independent,” that either the Chair 
or Vice-Chair, at any given time, should be a representative that is not from a government agency.  The 
amended version of the by-laws with the suggested language for the change was distributed with the 
meeting packet.  The changes to the by-laws will be voted on at the June meeting.  She also reminded 
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the council that the Community at Large seats will also be voted on at the June meeting and that after the 
approval of the by-laws, the seats will need to be filled. 
 
• Annual Reports – Roxanna Usher 
 
Roxanna Usher presented the CAPC and PCCY annual reports for the Council’s review.  After approval 
by the Council, the reports will be sent to the Board of Supervisors on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Motion:  Accept the annual reports and send them to the Board of Supervisors.  Seconded.  

Passed. 
 
Standing Committees and Affiliated Committee/Programs 
 
• Mendocino County Youth Project Letter of Support 
 
Karin Wandrei asked for a letter of support for the Mendocino County Youth Project for its grant 
application for funds for the Mendocino Youth Transitional Living Program which provides shelter and 
supportive services for young adults and emancipated minors not involved in the child welfare services 
system. 
 
Motion:  The Chair to write and sign a letter of support for the Mendocino County Youth Project 
for the Transitional Living Program.  Seconded.  Approved. 

 
• Rural Murals Project – Marc Komer 

 
The Rural Murals Project is an art-based youth program where youth express themselves through 
painting murals and so are learning art and self-esteem as well.  The project has received positive 
feedback and is very successful.  Between 100 and 110 youth have been served through the project.  
Mural space donations would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Safe Schools/Healthy Student Program:   
Mary Blanchette gave a presentation on the Safe Schools/Healthy Student Program, a countywide 
program through MCOE Court Community Schools.  The program utilizes leadership as a foundation.  
Peter Kostas, the director of the program, gave the background behind the project followed by a 
presentation of the issue of safety in schools.  Following the presentation, students from the schools 
made two requests of the council—that PCCY include the program in the Coordinated Children’s 
Services Plan and that PCCY representatives attend a training on Social Marketing (date as yet to be 
determined). 
 
Motion:  PCCY to include the Safe Schools/Healthy Student Program as a component of the 
Coordinated Children’s Services Plan.  Seconded.  Approved. 
 
Motion:  PCCY will attend, or identify representatives of their organizations to attend, a training 
sponsored by the Safe Schools/Healthy Student Program on Social Marketing.  Seconded.  
Approved. 
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Announcements and Other Business/Public Expression 
 
• Roxanna Usher informed the Council that the 2003 Whole Child Conference will be November 8, 

and it will be held in Willits. 
• Lois Lochart spoke about the Native American Festival on May 30 through June 1 in Covelo. 
• Carol Mordhorst announced that the Relay for Life benefit for cancer research is on June 20-21 

starting at 6:00 PM. 
• Beth Martinez noted that there would be an article in the paper soon on childhood depression that 

may be of interest to some members of the Council. 
 
Adjourn – 1:20 pm 
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