MENDOCINO COUNTY
Policy Council on Children and Youth

and
Child Abuse Prevention Commission

May 28, 2004

Meeting Minutes

Members Present Non-Member Participants
Alison Glassey - Social Services X Jamie Trillo - MCOE
Anne Oliver - Juvenile Justice Delinguency Prevention Commission X Tammy Norris — Court Community Schools
Beth Martinez - Mental Health X Roxanna Usher - MCDSS
Bob McAlister - Probation Department X Roy Tindle — Community Development Commission
Camille Schraeder - Child Abuse Prevention Committee Susanne Ratcliffe-Wilson - Family Court Services
Carol Mordhorst - Public Health X Jennie Vinyard — Parent Partner
Cindee Mayfield — Juvenile Court Judge X Mimi Ellis - MCDSS
Damon Dickinson - Special Education Local Plan Agency X Sheryn Hildebrand - CASA
Denise Gorny - Local child care resource and referral agency Vicki Bitonti-Brown - Redwood Coast Regional Center
Dennis lvey - Associate Superintendent, MCOE Linda Nagel - Maternal Child and Adolescent Health
Hal Wagenet - Board of Supervisors Phyllis Webb - Public Health
John Knapp - Alliance for Rural Community Health X
Karin Wandrei - Mendocino County Youth Project X
Kevin Broin - Sheriff’s Office
Lois Lockhart - Native American Representative X
Marta Hernandez - Latino Coalition
Mary Elliott - Children’s Services X
Mary Nevarez - Redwood Valley Reservation, ICWA
Moises Soria - MCDSS/Nuestra Casa X
Ned Walsh - Alcohol and Other Drugs Program
Steve Lund - Superintendent’s Council
Tami Mee - Youth Council Representative X
Anne Molgaard - Community At-Large Member X

Open Meeting — 11:30am

Lois Lockhart served as Chair. The meeting was held in the Big Sur conference room at the Mendocino County
Department of Social Services, Ukiah.

Introductions

e The ending time on the agenda should reflect the extended meeting time of 11:30 to 2:30, rather than 1:30.

¢ Roxanna proposed a change to the agenda to reflect the adoption of Sections | and 11 before the facilitated
discussion, as listed on the agenda.

Motion to approve the May 28, 2004 agenda with changes. Seconded. Approved.

e The Minutes from March 26, 2004 were reviewed.
e The meeting notes from April 23, 2004 were reviewed (there was no quorum for the April meeting).

Motion to approve the Minutes from March 26, 2004. Seconded. Approved.




Council Business

¢ Membership Update
Anne Molgaard has been appointed as the representative for one of the Community At-Large seats.

Coordinated Program Reports

¢ Youth Project Letter of Support — Karin Wandrei
Karin is requesting a letter of support for program for homeless youth. Youth Project has operated this
program for 18 years. The program is doing well and there are no foreseeable changes in the future.

Karin gave a brief summary of the program (for details, see the April 23, 2004 meeting notes).

Motion for PCCY to write letters of recommendation for the continued funding of the Mendocino County
Youth Project. Seconded. Passed.

e AB636 County Self Assessment — Roxanna Usher

Adoption of Section | Demographics and Outcomes and Section Il Agency Characteristics
Section I:

The following changes were made to Section I:

Substance abuse was added as a risk factor for child abuse and neglect.

Language was added that explains there is a level of discretion that affects when children are or are not
detained (this was added under Outcome 2A as well).

Corrections to the names or titles of various programs were made as well as to misspelled words.
Where there are small numbers that result in a lack of statistical significance, the data will either be
removed or clarified.

It was added that all families involved in the Children’s System of Care (CSOC) and Wraparound
Program receive respite through CSOC.

It was added that the Central Placement Unit will do all relative and NREFM screening in the future and
that only foster families must provide letters of support from the community.

It was added that the Foster Family Agencies (FFA) recruit and train foster parents for intensive foster
care for special needs and provide ongoing training to the foster families, and Mendocino Community
College offers classes for the Foster and Kinship program.

Adolescent and Family Life Program (AFLP), CalLearn, Mendocino County Youth Project and the
Consolidated Tribal Health Project were added as programs that offer home-based services.

It was added that Mendocino County offers a Family Empowerment Program (FEP) for families that
have had children removed from the home and are working toward reunification. Additionally, families
who have not had involvement with CPS may also access the FEP at the community family resource
centers.

It was added that for the home-based services that do exist, there is a need for improved communication
and closer collaboration between Social Workers and the staff from other agencies and organizations
that provide home visiting services so that these resources are fully realized for those people who are
DSS clients.

Substance abuse as a factor in three-fourths of all placements was added to Outcomes 3A and 3E.
Language was added that states that the IACMT ensures that respite is provided to foster families and
monitors the mental health needs of the children in care through the use of a Mental Health Plan (MHP),
which is reviewed every six months.




It was added that there is a need for high level group homes in the county and there is a need for better
communication and collaboration on Juvenile Court issues to ensure that the family’s needs are
addressed appropriately.

“Kin” or “Non-Kin” refers to the final placement of a child at the time of the prior exit from foster care
was added to Figure 21.

Primary placement and point in time placement will be defined in Table 17.

Language was added that explained that due to a lack of placement resources, children may be placed
out of county or at higher levels of placement (i.e. placement of children in more restrictive care due to
aggressive behaviors or the need for more care due to mental health conditions).

In the Analysis section of Outcome 8A, it is explained that youth receiving other services through other
agencies may not be served through the Mendocino County Youth Project, due to the restrictions
imposed by their grant. It was also added that there is a successful transitional housing placement
program that serves a small number of youth. The ILP Social Worker and the THPP Program Director
work collaboratively to provide evaluation, intake and ongoing education and support for the youth in
the program.

Council members’ names were added to the chart of County & Community Partners who collaborated
on the Demographic Profile.

A Glossary of Acronyms, Appendices and an Index of Outcomes will be added as Appendices.

Health Insurance, age 0 to 17 was added for children without health insurance, and age 2 to 11 was
added, representing the ages of children without dental insurance.

A section was added titled Substance Abuse and Its Relationship with Child Welfare Services in
Mendocino County on page 24.

In the Level of Education section, it was added that enrollment in private schools in Mendocino County
has also decreased from 1,100 students in school year 1998-1999 to 912 in school year 2002-2003.

It was added that Mendocino Elementary and Mendocino Middle School were the only two schools to
achieve an Academic Performance Index (API) score above the interim API score of 800 for the 2002-
03 school year.

Sheryn Hildebrand requested that a note be made in the appropriate outcome section commenting that in
some cases there is a lack of continuity among Social Workers on the case (i.e. that visits to a child are
done by multiple Social Workers, not just one). Roxanna will review the outcomes and determine
which one is the most appropriate to add this comment.

Motion to adopt Section | of the AB636 Self Assessment with changes. Seconded. Approved.

Adoption of Section Il

Under Public Agency Characteristics, it was added that the emergency shelter beds are used to provide
temporary placement for children and youth during evaluation periods.

Under Bargaining Unit Issues, it was added that there is also a separate bargaining unit the represents
management-level personnel that is not part of SEIU.

Under Other Systemic Reforms, a list of the member agencies of Children’s System of Care (CSOC), a
description of the MOU for CSOC and details of the Interagency Case Management Team (IACMT)
was added.

A description of the Family Strengths Program was added.

There was a word change in the paragraph on Family Empowerment Programs.

The title of Family Assistance Coordinated Services (FACS) was added.

“Family Track” was changed to “Family Connections.”

A discussion ensued regarding how to improve the communication between Probation and the Department of
Social Services and how to improve child maltreatment referrals. Roxanna will work with Bob McAlister and
Judge Mayfield around language for this area of the assessment.




Motion to adopt Section Il of the AB636 Self Assessment with changes. Seconded. Approved.

Section 111
This section will be e-mailed out to PCCY members in its draft form prior to June’s meeting. The intent is to
adopt Section 111 at June’s meeting.

Section IV

Facilitated Discussion on Countywide Prevention Activities & Strategies

Alison led a facilitated discussion on collaborative systems within the County and issues that may hinder
parents from utilizing available resources. The information from the facilitated discussion will be used to
write Section IV of the Self Assessment. Section IV will be e-mailed to PCCY members prior to June’s
meeting. The intent is to adopt Section IV at June’s meeting.

Child Abuse Prevention Reports

e 2004 Community Health Status Report — Phyllis Webb
Phyllis presented a PowerPoint presentation and discussed data collecting issues and obstacles.
She explained that funds are provided to counties to work on “hot spots” that are identified by the State (e.g.
high teen birth rate).

¢ Whole Child Conference Update — Anne Molgaard
Anne passed around a save-the-date flyer for the November 6™ Whole Child Summit.
Those who wish to participate in planning the summit should call 467-5140.

e Announcements
A quorum check will be done to get a consensus on whether the July or August PCCY meeting will be
dropped.

Meeting adjourned at 2:50pm

Next meeting: June 25th, 2004 in the Big Sur conference room, Mendocino County Department of Social
Services.



