
 

MENDOCINO COUNTY 
Policy Council on Children and Youth 

and 
Child Abuse Prevention Commission  

 
March 17, 2006 

  
Meeting Minutes 

  
 
Members             Present   Non-Member Participants 

Margot Cybulska - AODP X  Sheryn Hildebrand - CASA 
Damon Dickinson - Special Education Local Plan Agency X   James Hoffman – AEP Student Council 
Mary Elliott - Children’s Services     Vickie Marvella - MCCAPCC 
Wesley Forman - Probation   Pat Meek - MCDSS  
Cathy Frey – Alliance for Rural Community Health X  Linda Nagel – MCAH/PH 
Denise Gorny - Local child care resource and referral agency X  Carol Park – Family Court Services 
Gary Hudson - Sheriff’s Office    Julie Silverstein – Action Network 
Dennis Ivey - Associate Superintendent, MCOE X  Jamie Trilto – SS/HS 
Dianne Lawrence – Community At-Large Member X   Laura Welter –Safe Passages Fort Bragg 
Lois Lockhart - Native American Representative   John Weed – Probation 
Steve Lund - Superintendent’s Council X  Margaret Hoaglen - JJDPC 
Tami Mee - Youth Council Representative  X   
Ana Mahoney – Mental Health    
Anne Molgaard - Community At-Large Member  X   
Carol Mordhorst - Public Health  X   
Mary Nevarez - Redwood Valley Reservation, ICWA    
Anne Oliver -Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Commission X   
Steve Prochter – MCDSS X   
Camille Schraeder - Child Abuse Prevention Committee X   
Moisés Soria - MCDSS/Nuestra Casa X   
Jennie Vinyard – Community At-Large Member  X   
Hal Wagenet - Board of Supervisors X   
Karin Wandrei - Mendocino County Youth Project X   

 
Call to Order 
• Quorum was reached and the meeting was called to order at 2:03 pm 
 
Open Meeting  
• Introductions 
 
Announcements 
• Karin Wandrei announced the passing of PCCY member Roy Tindle  
• A moment of silence was observed in Roy’s honor 
• Members shared memories of Roy 
 
Agenda Additions/Changes 
• Administration of Certificate of Appointment and Oath of Office for new and reappointed 

members by Hal Wagenet 
• Table the 3:30 p.m. topic, Discussion on Focus Topic Format/Future Direction  
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Human Services Agency Overview 
• The Ukiah Daily Journal reported the formation of the Human Services Agency from the 

consolidation of Public Health, Mental Health and Social Services the week of  
March 13, 2006 

• Steve Prochter of Social Services and Carol Mordhorst of Public Health reported to the 
committee the CEO’s vision and reason for the restructure 

• Hal Wagenet reported that the consolidation will provide better service to the community, 
more efficient and wider services 

• All three departments will continue with the business of serving the community. The 
restructure will take time to implement and when complete will allow county government to 
provide better service in a more productive and cost effective way 

 
Consent Items
• Reviewed Consent Items 
 

 

 
• March 17, 2006 Agenda - Action/Approve 
• February 17, 2006 Minutes - Action/Approve 
• Membership – Action 

• The following members received the oath of office from Hal Wagenet: 
o  Cathy Frey, Alliance for Rural Community Health 
o Steve Lund, Superintendent’s Council 
o Carol Mordhorst, Public Health 
o Anne Oliver – Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Commission 
o Denise Gorney – Local Child Care Resource and Referral Agency 
o Margot Cybulska – AODP 
o Tami Mee – Youth Council Representative 
o Steve Prochter – MCDSS 
o Karen Wandrei – Mendocino County Youth Project 
o Damon Dickenson – Special Education Local Plan Agency 
o Jennie Vinyard – Community At-Large Member 

 
Motion to approve the March 17, 2006, Consent Items.  Seconded.  Unanimously approved.   

PCCY Business 
 
Children’s Action Committee (CAC) Report/Discussion - Camille Schraeder 
• Camille provided a brief history of the committee to PCCY members and reviewed progress made 

on the community outreach video, website and training tool 
• Two handouts entitled “CAC Accomplishments” and “Mendocino County The Marriage of Policy 

and Advocacy” were distributed 
• Camille introduced the CAC’s video funded by a TSAC grant to be used as community outreach in 

the prevention of child abuse in Mendocino County 
• PCCY viewed the video: “In OUR Community?” 
• The video was very well received 
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Child Care Planning Council (CCPC) Report/Discussion – Anne Rosenthal/Steve Prochter 
• Anne provided the CCPC’s recommendations and reasons for DSS continuing to handle Child 

Care licensing vs. turning it over to the State 
• The report in its entirety is in the Agenda packet for reference 
• Anne provided a handout entitled “Mission/Vision Statement for CCPC” 
• Discussion ensued regarding the need for quality child care in Mendocino County and the need for 

close monitoring by the DSS licensing analyst vs. the Rohnert Park state Community Care 
Licensing office 

• The CCPC recommends that DSS continue to provide child care licensing for Mendocino County 
and seek a waiver from the State to allow NCO to provide the child care licensing orientations and 
to also look at collaborative funding for the licensing position 

• Steve reported that the issue remains to be budget driven as the State only funds half a position 
for licensing and the work load is full time 

• Hal Wagenet discussed the possibility of Mendocino County becoming the center of the region for 
child care licensing, contracting out to the State to cover some of the counties that Rohnert Park 
now covers 

• Steve and Supervisor Hal Wagenet requested further data before making a final decision 
• Anne and Denise Gorney will provide the requested data and also suggest a waiver from the State 

to allow outside agencies to provide child care orientations to help with the DSS licensing work 
load 

Motion by Anne Oliver, PCCY to adopt the CCPC recommendation that DSS continue to 
operate the licensing system in Mendocino County and further recommends that options for 
waivers and collaborative funding be pursued.   
 
Seconded  
 
Discussion around Mendocino County becoming a licensing regional center and handling 
licensing for other counties which would cause Mendocino County further financial burden 
and a higher workload 
 
Steve Lund called for the question 
 
Vote, all in favor with 3 abstentions 
 
Motion carries 
 
Recommendation from PCCY is to adopt CCPC’s finding to have Mendocino County DSS 
continue to handle the childcare licensing and consider other funding sources and waivers 
 
• No further action from PCCY is needed 
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Juvenile Justice/Delinquency Prevention Commission (JJDPC) Report/Discussion-Anne 
Oliver/Margaret Hoaglen 
• Anne gave an overview and history of the commission and their duties and accomplishments to 

date 
• Anne provided a handout entitled “Mendocino County Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention Commission” brochure 
• The commission is involved in holding formal and informal hearings, inspecting Juvenile Hall, 

hiring interviews for the Chief Probation Officer, visiting group homes and interviewing children, 
Youth Yellow Pages, Round Valley Wolf Project and instrumental in the creation of the Teen Peer 
Court diversion program 

• The commission is volunteer only; it is not staffed or funded 
• The commission reports that they are very impressed with the Juvenile Hall but would like to see 

more diversity in the staff, the work program reinstituted, more mental health services provided 
and more training for staff 

• Group home status in the county has decreased in the past two years with the closing of three 
homes.  Five new homes have opened recently around the county with one more in the process 

• A recent project the commission has been involved in is the Teen Peer Court 
• It is supported by the Juvenile Court, Probation, District Attorney, Public Defender, Sheriff, 

Victim Witness Program, Youth Project, County Counsel 
• First mock trial will be March 30 and the first actual trial will be on April 6 
• There will be two jury pools from students at MCOE, South Valley High and the Teen Parent 

Program 
• Cindee Mayfield will be the judge 
• Students from MCOE will be the attorneys and prosecutors 
• This will be a diversion program for minor offenses, offenders will be submitted for the program 

by probation 
• Carol Mordhorst gave information on grants available from the Tobacco Settlement funds, the 

application is on the Public Health website and is due April 6 
• Margaret Hoaglen presented the Round Valley Wolf Project, a local grass roots program to 

address the methamphetamine and teen alcohol issue in the Round Valley 
• The group includes all ages. They meet the first Wednesday of each month that begins in the 

morning through the evening which includes a community supper and includes Native American 
traditions from the area 

• The Wolf Project includes the community, Round Valley Tribal Police, Mendocino County Sheriff 
Office, Board of Supervisors, the Round Valley Unified School District and the Round Valley 
Indian Tribes 

• Margaret provided two handouts, “The Wolf Project” and “My Name is Meth” 
• JJDPC Requests of PCCY: 

o Help appoint more youth on the commission 
o Help identify areas of interest the commission can address 
o Help with hosting a Regional Juvenile Justice Commission Conference for Mendocino County.  

JJDPC would like MCOE to provide space and is looking for funding for the event 
� Diane Lawrence will meet with Anne regarding this request 
� Carol Mordhorst suggested Wayne Briley from Environmental Health present his Meth 

Awareness training for the commission 
 

S
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

chool Attendance – Anne Molgaard

Anne Molgaard and Steve Lund presented the school attendance policy and paper roll 
out plan to the Superintendent’s Council.  The Superintendents’ Council will review the 
plan and provide feedback.  Anne will incorporate any feedback and bring a draft of 
final documents to the next PCCY/CAPC meeting. 
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Discussion on Focus Topic Format/Future Direction 
• Tabled for next meeting 
 
Recap-Review Assignments/Commitments for Next Meeting 
 
- Effects of Alcohol- Steve Lund/Damon Dickenson will bring CD’s of a recent 

presentation by Dr. Joseph Cunningham on the effects of drugs and alcohol on our youth 
to share with PCCY members 

- Child Care Data – Anne Rosenthal of CCPC will provide the requested child care data to 
Pat Meek who will distribute it to the interested parties 

- Debates – Julie Silverstein will take the SARB issue to the District Attorney and Sheriff 
debates 

- Debates – Anne Molgaard will provide Julie Silverstein with background information on 
the SARB process 

 
Announcements, Grant and Funding Information, Other Business and Public 
Testimony 
 
³ Camille Schraeder announced that she recently attended a statewide child abuse 

prevention conference and used the PCCY/CAPC as a great example of how a local 
committee can work together to make policy happen on a local level.  As a result she has 
received several calls from other counties wanting information on how to establish their 
own councils 

³ Carol Mordhorst announced that the Community Health Report will be issued shortly and 
she will bring copies to the next PCCY meeting 

³ Camille Schraeder shared that a recent review by the State of the Prop 63 Mental Health 
Services Act was a positive experience and resulted in the passing of the county’s plan.  
Mendocino County was complimented on their inclusion of congregate living and their 
collaboration around the Native American community 

³ Jamie Trillo announced the Next Step Workshop is scheduled for March 31 through  
April 2, for more information please contact Jamie 

 
 
Motion to adjourn. Seconded.  Unanimously Approved. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 4:03 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 21, 2006; 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
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