
MENDOCINO COUNTY 
Policy Council on Children and Youth 

and 
Child Abuse Prevention Commission  

 

August 17, 2007 
Meeting Minutes 

Members        Present    Non-Member Participants 
Todd Crabtree – Community Development Commission X  Jill Singleton, Social Services 
Damon Dickinson - Special Education Local Plan Agency X  Michelle Corpuz-Benback, Social Services 
Mary Elliott - Children’s Services  X  Lisa Vance, Community Member 
Wesley Forman – Probation X  Laura Welter, Safe Passages 
Cathy Frey – Alliance for Rural Community Health X   
Denise Gorny - Local child care resource and referral agency    
Patricia Guntly – Alcohol and Other Drug Programs    
Sheryn Hildebrand - CASA    
Gary Hudson - Sheriff’s Office  X   
Dennis Ivey - Associate Superintendent, MCOE    
Honorable Leonard LaCasse – Mendocino County Juvenile Court Judge    
Steve Lund - Superintendent’s Council X   
Tami Mee - Youth Council Representative     
Anne Molgaard - Community At-Large Member  X   
Linda Nagel, PHN – Public Health    
Mary Nevarez - Redwood Valley Reservation, ICWA    
Noel J. O’Neill – Mental Health    
Camille Schraeder - Child Abuse Prevention Committee    
Moisés Soria - MCDSS/Nuestra Casa    
John Pinches - Board of Supervisors    
Karin Wandrei - Mendocino County Youth Project    
Susana Wilson – Social Services X   
 

 
 

Open Meeting/Call to Order 
• Meeting was called to order at 2:06 p.m.; quorum not met. 
Introductions 
• Introductions were made at 2:07 p.m.; The Chair discussed that we did not have a quorum and 

that one was not expected, therefore we would not be able to do any action items. We will 
discuss the items on the agenda as fully as possible, without taking action. 

(Anne Molgaard arrived at 2:07 p.m.) 
(Steve Lund arrived at 2:08 p.m.)  

• Agenda 
Items on the agenda will be discussed, but due to no quorum the agenda could not be 
approved. 

• Minutes 
The June 15th, 2007 minutes will be put onto next month’s agenda for approval. 
• Consent Items 

o Letter of Support for Arbor on Main – Camille Schraeder/Tawny Bailey 
A Letter of Support from the Mendocino County PCCY/CAPC is needed for a grant 
application that would help fund The Arbor on Main, which is the Youth Resource Center 
that has been started. 
        (Todd Crabtree arrived at 2:11 p.m.)

  
It was discussed how we could get the letter signed, even though we were not in a position 
to vote on it without a quorum, and what should be done in the future if this came up again. 



It is unfortunate that someone would have to wait to get a letter of support signed due to 
lack of attendance. 
 
The letter of support and information on Arbor on Main was sent out to all PCCY/CAPC 
members previously via email, along with a request that if anyone had any objections to the 
letter being signed they should contact Jill Singleton. Jill received no objections.  
 
There was a question to what kind of grant it was that they wanted the letter for, and 
suggested that next time they should put that information. 

The Chair authorized the letter of support to be signed in this emergency situation.  In the 
future, we should work on a procedure for the Bylaws that state how an emergency could 
be handled when there is not a quorum available. 

Jill will put together all the suggested Bylaws changes so that they can be voted on at once. 
 

• PCCY/CAPC Status Reports  
The status reports have been deferred to September. 
 

PCCY/CAPC Business 
 

• Status Report on Children and Youth – Jill Singleton 
 Members are requested to submit any known changes to mailing list and are invited to collect 

their copies of the report at the close of the meeting. 
 
• Membership – Wes Forman 
 There have been several PCCY/CAPC members that have resigned over the last several months. 

We currently have six vacancies. Of these vacancies, some are community positions and 
some are required by W&I code. Also, one vacancy was the vice chair position.  
 
One of the changes being considered for the Bylaws is to consider looking into managing 
votes. It has been suggested that a member might vote via proxy or via voting prior to the 
meeting. Jill is looking into how these options affect the Brown Act and the W&I Code. 
 
There also is nothing in the Bylaws on how to handle the resignation of an officer or chair in 
the middle of the year and we should come up with a plan for that. Everyone agreed that the 
Chair should appoint someone in that case. 
 
Jill will put together all the suggested changes to the Bylaws and put them on the agenda. 
 
It was also suggested that we post something on the County website looking for members. Jill 
and Wes will follow up with this idea. 
 

• PCCY/CAPC Priority Setting for 2007 through 2010 – PCCY/CAPC Membership 
Membership will have to continue discussion about and approve the focus area(s) for the 
current year and for the Three-Year Plan at the next meeting. We need to wait until we have a 
quorum and reaffirm that we are taking it very seriously. 

         
 
• Announcements, Grant and Funding Information, Other Business and Public Testimony 

o Gary Hudson announced that the Sheriff’s Department has a Sergeant, Derek Scott, who is 
working part time with the Serious Sex Offenders Multi Agency Task Force, who track down 



unregistered sex offenders and serious sex offenders, in particular those who are moving in 
and out of jurisdictions. The team received some money to get some tracking technology, 
however it does not work here in this area due to the cell phone network. They will be 
moving forward with the project. 

 
The  Sheriff’s Department is in its first full year of the CalMeth grant. There is a Drug 
Endangered Child component to it, which Gary will be working on creating. The money is 
coming in and has provided additional staff for the task force, which is needed, as one of 
the biggest problems in this County is methamphetamine related crime. 
 
The County’s microwave system is on the verge of collapse. If that happens then County 
radio traffic will be compromised. The County is searching for funding to replace it.  
 
As far as staffing for the Sheriff’s Department, they are looking to hire Deputy Sheriff’s and 
the transition to the new administration is going smoothly. The Sheriff has asked Gary to 
stay on as the Under Sheriff. 

o Steve Lund announced that school would be starting in Fort Bragg on Monday and the 
rumor is that there are lots of new students.  
 
Big Brother’s/Big Sister’s has received a large Title 2 grant and out of that they are helping 
the community to get a School Resource Officer. There are two Fort Bragg Police Officers 
that have been trained and they will share the job starting Monday. One of their duties will 
be to work with Laura at Safe Passages to deliver the Gang Resistance is 
Paramount(GRIP) program. In about a month, they plan to begin to deliver it to classrooms. 
 
Fort Bragg Unified has approximately 25 new employees this year, most of which are 
teachers. 

o Laura Welter announced that Safe Passages just finished a busy summer and is now 
getting ready for a busy school year. 

o Mary Elliott announced that there is a Social Worker who has been at several Drug 
Endangered Children (DEC) trainings and is now the point person for these cases. They 
have tried to work with the DEC Task Force so it is good to know that the CalMeth grant is 
progressing.  

 
She announced that DSS and AODP are also working on a Dependency Drug Court. They 
have put in a grant application for it, but even if they do not get the grant they will still try to 
begin it. 
 
DSS is in the process of training 11 brand new social workers and 23 fairly new social 
workers. It will be exciting to have them begin. 
 
Mary also said that she has noticed a sudden increase in teen pregnancies in the Cal- 
Learn Program. The caseload for them has gone from 23 to 32. DSS and Public Health will 
be looking at them more closely. 

o Susana Wilson announced that there is a new HHSA Director, Carmel Angelo. Carmel has 
directed the HHSA branches to begin integrating the Administrative Services, which has 
begun. HHSA is also still recruiting for a new Public Health Director.  

o Damon Dickinson announced that in 3 to 4 weeks all the schools will be up and going. 
There are 3 new Superintendents starting this year and Dennis Ivey is on an Interim 
assignment as Superintendent of Round Valley for at least 6 months.  

o Anne Molgaard announced that Morgaine Colston is the Interim Director for NCO. 
o Cathy Frey announced that Healthy Kids Mendocino now has a full time Program Director. 



o Jill Singleton announced that the Family Resource Centers are moving forward on getting 
an agreement among all the existing centers and some new ones to form a network. 
Currently, they are working on a proposal to FIRST 5 for funding. The FRC database 
system is up and running now.  
 

Motion to adjourn. Seconded.  Approved Unanimously. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 2:53 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  September 21, 2007; 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
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