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Policy Council on Children and Youth
& Mendocino Child Abuse Prevention Council

Minutes
October 19, 2015

OPEN MEETING/CALL TO ORDER/ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Chairperson Anne Molgaard called the meeting to order at 11:40 am. Members present were: Buck Ganter, Sheryn
Hildebrand, Teri Sedrick, Paula Martin, Camille Schraeder and Natasha Carter. Laura Welter joined by phone from Safe
Passage in Fort Bragg. Non-members present were: None. Minutes taken by Joy Beeler of HHSA.

CONSENT ITEMS:
Quorum Check: Requirement met.
Minutes: Minutes for the September 21, 2015

Laura Welter motioned to approve the consent items, Buck Ganter seconded and the motion carried via roll call vote.
Ayes: 7 Abstain: Teri Sedrick

PUBLIC COMMENT: None received.

FOSTER CARE RECRUITMENT:

Anne asked PCCY to discuss how/if we (the County) can recruit more foster parents. The interest in
foster parenting ebbs and flows; currently HHSA Family & Children’s Services (FCS) does not have
enough spots for the number of children who need placement. Based in part on today’s discussion, Anne
hopes to have a clear idea of gaps in service for Mendocino County.

There is new one-time State funding available to support foster parent recruitment and Anne wants
PCCY to recommend the greatest and best use for these funds. What do we want to do next? What does
PCCY think will work in Mendocino County?

An ad hoc group has been meeting over the past year to strategize about recruitment. As part of its
research, it conducted a survey with current foster parents. Anne shared the key points from the survey:

It is nearly impossible to find child care for the day after the child arrives in the home;

If full-time quality child care is needed, it costs more than the grant itself (primarily before
public education starts in kindergarten)

Families first heard about foster care from a parent serving as a foster parent at that time
The primary reason people decide to foster is really just to be of service: “children need love”
“we want to adopt” “so many children need a better place to grow” “there are many children in

need

What was helpful — flexible agency staff; help with transportation and medical; back up respite;
continuing training



What do you want? More resources, better communication with social worker, support, advice
line, free passes to local events & movies, to have more input into the child’s plan, weekly or
monthly conference call, weekly or monthly social activity

FCS set a deadline of November 16™ to submit the recommendations to HHSA staff for review and
possible consideration to sponsor a proposal. Paula Martin noted that the language encourage
applications be submitted as soon as possible.

After discussion was held about the best way to leverage funds here in Mendocino County, Paula
motioned that PCCY accept FIRST5’s offer to pay for a grant writer to explore and prepare a proposal.
Camille seconded it. Discussion was held and the motion carried via roll call vote.

Ayes: 8

ADJOURN MEETING

Agenda items for next month meeting to include: Joy will send out agenda item requests in the
beginning of November so if you want to see something added to the agenda be sure to fill one out and
return it to her.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 PM

Next Meeting: Monday, November 16, 2015 from 11:30am to 1pm.
(Agricultural Conference Room at the Agricultural Building)

890 N. Bush Street (on the Corner of N. Bush and Low Gap) Ukiah, CA 95482
And by teleconference

A table will be available for handouts and materials. Materials need to be provided to Joy Beeler at
beelerj@co.mendocino.ca.us no later than 12:00pm the Monday prior to the meeting to be distributed to remote
sites.




