
 

MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD 

DRAFT MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING March 7, 2016 

These are action minutes. For a complete transcript of the meeting please request a copy of the digital 
recording. Audio recording of this meeting is available at the Planning and Building Department upon 
request. There is a fee of $10.00 per recording. 

Draft minutes will be approved, possibly with corrections, at the next MHRB meeting. 

1. Call to order. The Review Board convened at 5:30 PM for a site view at 45035 Main Street and at 
6:00 PM for a site view at 45007 Albion Street. The Review Board reconvened at 7:00 PM for their 
regularly scheduled meeting. 

2. Roll Call. Board Members present: Cameron, Lamb, Arch, Potash and Sherman. Planner Cherry and 
Secretary Kinser were present. 

3. Approval of the January 2016 minutes was by vote 3-0-1 (Potash abstained). Minutes were 
approved with a correction to Agenda item 10 Matters from Staff, MHRB Permits are required prior to 
installation of exterior security cameras. 

4. Correspondence. None received. 

5. Report from the Chair. There will be an opening on the Review Board beginning in April. Board 
Member Cameron’s term concludes in April, 2016. 

6. Public Expression. No comments. 

7. Determination of Noticing. Mr. Kinser confirmed that all items were properly noticed. 

8. Public Hearing Items. 

8a. MHRB_2016-0002 Taylor, Event Tent. The request is to erect a 40’ x 70’ temporary tent for a June 
11, 2016 event. The tent will be set up on June 9 and taken down on June 12, 2016.  
 
Planner Cherry presented the application. The applicant corrected the event dates. They are in June 
and not July, 2016. Guests will be shuttled to the event site and discouraged from parking in the 
vicinity of the site. Event entertainment (music) would conclude by 10 PM. 
 
The Review Board considered the following findings: (a) this proposal is a temporary use of a vacant 
residential lot situated next to a Category I structure and the Town has previously supported similar 
temporary events, some of which are offered annually; (b) the appearance of the event tent is 
temporary and limited to three days during the month of June; and (c) the proposed event tent would 
be installed for three days and does not change the architecture of adjacent historic structures. 
 
Review Board discussion followed. Board Member Arch moved, and Board Member Potash 
seconded the motion to approve the project. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
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8b. MHRB_2016-0003 State of California Park, Restore Carriage House. A request is to Pave slab 

foundation for new carriage house building. Upgrade electrical and phone lines. Build new carriage 
house to exact dimensions as old Carriage house with siding to match historic Ford House in shape 
and color. Wood windows and doors to match historic period. Western double doors to have interior 
36” standard entry door on interior. 

 
 Planner Kinser presented the application. Mr. Rex and Sherriff Allman presented the proposed 

building restoration. Public expression was heard from Mr. Scarpelli, Mr. Horne, Ms. Reed, Mr. 
O’Brien, Mr. Bosom, and Mr. Stickels. The Review Board discussed the use of the building and 
considered the following findings: (a) the exterior appearance and design of the proposed work is in 
harmony with the exterior appearance and design of the existing structures within the District and 
with that of existing subject structure, if any; (b) the appearance of the proposed work will not detract 
from the appearance of other property within the District; and (c) where the proposed work consists 
of alteration or demolition of an existing structure, that such work will not unnecessarily damage or 
destroy a structure of historical, architectural or cultural significance. 
 
Following deliberation, Board Member Sherman moved to approve the project. Board Member 
Potash seconded Sherman’s motion. The motion passed 5-to-0. 
 

9. Matters From the Review Board. 
 

9a.  MHRB Discussion Items to Schedule for Future MHRB Meetings. The Review Board selected 
Code Enforcement, Findings, and Community Engagement as the top three priority topics for future 
MHRB meetings. Staff was directed to add these topics to meeting agendas when there is sufficient 
time for Review Board discussion. 

 

10. Matters From the Staff.   

10a. MHRB_2015-0019 (continued from 2/1/16) - Mendocino Historical Research Water Tank. Staff 
requested direction from the Review Board regarding the installation of a plastic 3,000 gallon water 
storage tank in the northwest corner of the Kelley House Museum property. The tank was not 
sufficiently recessed into the ground so that the top of the tank would be level with the existing 
fencing on Albion Street.  Located at 45007 Albion Street, Mendocino; APN: 119-238-17. 

 Planner Cherry presented PBS Memorandum to the Board. Review Board discussion followed and 
the Board directed staff to request that the property owner either comply with the issued MHRB 
Permit or apply for a new permit, wherein the applicant could recommend alternative siting for the 
Review Board’s consideration. 

10b. CDP_2015-0029 Commercial Use - Planner Cherry requested Review Board recommendations for 
CDP 2015-0029, which is a request for the conversion of an existing 340 SF storage building to 
retail office use; exterior renovation and alteration to existing buildings on-site, including adding two 
toilets; construct two 180 SF arbors, BBQ area with clay oven and sink, and conduct retail sales in 
an existing storage-yard area. The Review Board recommended that the applicant be required to 
have an MHRB Permit prior to commencing any work on-site. The Review Board’s comments will be 
included in PBS report to the Coastal Permit Administrator. 

10c. Quarterly Code Enforcement Report - A list of code enforcement activity was distributed to the 
Review Board along with a memo describing the Board of Supervisor’s direction to PBS (regarding 
code enforcement priorities). 

11. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 


