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To:    Board of Retirement 
From:  James Wilbanks, Retirement Administrator  
Subject: SACRS Legislation 

 
AB 1853: 
As background, I would strongly encourage every Board member to read the explanation of this bill on 

pages 21-25 (of 73) of the attached document from SACRS.  As the explanation indicates, this bill gives 

flexibility in the choice of operating authority to the Board of Retirement, as opposed to the current 

process which requires changes to the CERL for changes in operating authority of a Board of Retirement.   

 

Recent experience shows that when a Board of Retirement seeks a legislative change to move to a new 

operating authority, it is the result of conflict with the County.  Additionally, in these recent cases the 

County has actively engaged in the legislative process to pursue its own agenda.  This process has served 

to limit the Board of Retirement’s ability to operate effectively and independently. 

 

The bill does not require any system to change its operating authority, it merely allows Boards of 

Retirement to choose from a menu of operating authority levels which are successfully operating across 

the 1937 Act retirement systems.  This bill does not impose any required changes on the MCERA Board 

of Retirement.   

 

If enacted, the proposed language would grant the MCERA Board the ability to move in the direction of 

being less dependent on the County at the discretion of the Board of Retirement.  While the current 

working relationship between MCERA and the County is extremely healthy and productive, there are 

myriad issues that could change that in the future. 

 

The MCERA Board of Retirement discussed this proposal in advance of the November 2015 SACRS 

meeting and voted to not support the proposal at that time.  During the subsequent SACRS meeting, the 

proposal was not voted upon because numerous SACRS members had not given direction to their voting 

delegates on the matter.   

 

The attached draft bill has not yet been supported by SACRS, although the SACRS Legislative 

Committee and Legislative Consultant have been involved in drafting the bill.  If the membership of 

SACRS does not support the drafted bill it will be withdrawn. 

 

AB 1853 provides additional tools to the Board of Retirement, without requiring any change in current 

operating authority.  Any future change in operating authority would require definitive Board action.  For 

these reasons, I recommend the Board give direction to the SACRS voting delegate to support the 

proposal. 

AB 2376: 
This bill contains the proposed change to the 1937 Act that would authorize systems to receive electronic 

submissions from employers instead of sworn statements from members in addition to some additional 



items.  The MCERA Board of Retirement previously supported this proposal during the November 2015 

Board meeting. 

 

The additional items included in the bill are: 

• A request from another entity that would allow the alternate retired member of a Board of 

Retirement to vote in situations where the retiree representative is present, but two of the 

other elected members (2 general members, 1 public safety member) of a Board of 

Retirement are absent from a Board meeting; 

• A technical correction brought forward by Ventura County Retirement System to ensure 

that PEPRA Safety member receive credit for appropriate prior service; and 

• A technical correction brought forward by Los Angeles County Employees Retirement 

Association that applies only to LACERA. 

 

I recommend the Board give direction to the SACRS voting delegate to support the proposal. 
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Date:    April 20, 2016 
To:    Board of Retirement 
From:  James Wilbanks, Retirement Administrator  

Subject: SACRS Bylaws and 2016-2017 Board of Director’s Elections 

 
Bylaws: 
The explanation of the proposed Bylaws change can be found on pages 69-70 (of 73) of the attached 

materials from SACRS.  The proposed changes relate to the designation of alternate voting delegates 

designated by a County Retirement Board.  The changes are straightforward and I recommend the Board 

give direction to the SACRS voting delegate to support the proposed changes. 

2016-2017 Board of Director’s Elections: 
The memo from the SACRS Nominating Committee with the recommended final ballot can be found on 

pages 71-72 (of 73) of the attached materials from SACRS.  I recommend the Board give direction to 

the SACRS voting delegate to vote in favor of the SACRS Nominating Committee recommended 2016-

2017 final ballot. 

 




















































































































































